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The Muslim experience in the Americas long 
antedates contemporary discussions and challenges 
surrounding matters of security, pluralism, and so-

called civilizational conflict.  In fact, African 
Muslims began arriving in the Americas from the 

very beginning of European "voyages of discovery" 
and nascent colonialism. While most were enslaved, 

some were free, and in every instance they were 
distinguished from other Africans.  
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