Bucknell in Northern Ireland 2011
Faculty Co-Leaders: Bill Flack (Psychology), Sue Ellen Henry (Education)

Bucknell in Northern Ireland 2011 (“BUNI’11”) is a short-term (3 weeks, from May 15 to June 4), service-learning study-abroad program, focused on the histories and cultures of people in Northern Ireland and the northwest of the Republic of Ireland. Service-learning placements, classroom-based seminars, discussion panels, and educational touring are all part of the 1.5-credit program course, Conflict and Peace in Northern Ireland (EDUC/PSYC 330). All first- to third-year Bucknell students are eligible to participate in BUNI, which is a collaborative effort between Bucknell and INCORE (International Conflict Research Institute: http://www.incore.ulst.ac.uk/) at the University of Ulster-Magee College (http://www.ulster.ac.uk/campus/magee/) in Derry/Londonderry.

What Makes BUNI Unique?

What makes BUNI different from many other study-abroad programs is that students interact with and get to know people who live and work in Derry, many of whom lived through “The Troubles” (late 1960s-1990s, the worst part of the sectarian conflict in Northern Ireland). Short-term cultural immersion is accomplished by engaging in service-learning placements in local and non-profit organizations two full days out of each of the three weeks of the program. Placements in elementary schools, trauma treatment centers, government and political party offices, local newspapers, cross-community peace-building centers, centers for the arts, and other organizations offer students experiences tailored to their skills, interests, and career goals. 

Of course, Northern Ireland is a society emerging from a recent history of sectarian conflict. The frequent violence of The Troubles is a thing of the past, replaced by an ongoing political process of engagement designed to manage the psychosocial conflict that remains between some Catholics (Nationalists/Republicans) and some Protestants (Unionists/Loyalists). Considerable work remains to be done to bring some of these communities together, and much of that work is done in those organizations in which Bucknell students have service-learning placements. Thus, students have a unique opportunity to witness firsthand a society still very much engaged in the process of healing and reconciliation, and to work within some of the organizations devoted to that ongoing process, during the current post-conflict period of peace. 

Another part of what makes BUNI special is Northern Ireland and the northwest of Ireland themselves. The contrast between recent histories of sectarian violence (depicted in murals and reflected in other community “territorial markers”) and the numerous, stunningly beautiful sites throughout the north of the island provide historical (and pre-historical) learning experiences and memorable touring destinations. Cultural experiences, during both daytime and “after hours,” also abound in and near Derry City, and students have ample time to avail themselves of these opportunities as well. People throughout the island have a well-deserved reputation for friendliness and hospitality, and those in Northern Ireland are no exception.

New Deep-Mapping Project Starting in 2011

Starting with the 2011 program, students will also have opportunities to contribute to a new deep-mapping project of Derry. They will conduct interviews and use still photography and videography to collect information about the organizations in which they have service-learning placements. The contents will be added to a Second Life project on Northern Ireland sponsored and maintained by INCORE, and this activity will comprise the “final exam” for the program. Thus, in addition to learning about historical and current events in Northern Ireland, students will also gain valuable skills in international networking, information gathering, and electronic dissemination.

Program Co-Leaders

Associate Professors Bill Flack (Psychology) and Sue Ellen Henry (Education) have both co-led previous BUNI programs. Flack was a co-developer of the program, which began in 2002. Support staff include program teaching assistants and administrators at Magee College.

Further Information and Application Forms

Further information and application forms are available on the program website (http://www.bucknell.edu/x2139.xml). Information sessions will be held on campus throughout the fall semester (including a session during Family Weekend), and the application deadline will be in mid-November. Financial aid is limited, and application for it is made directly to the Financial Aid Office. Orientation sessions for program participants are held throughout the spring semester.
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BUNI’09 group outside Aberfoyle House (INCORE)
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2. Bogside Artists Mural, Derry
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3. Dunluce Castle, North Antrim Coast
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