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Dear 

Volunteers from Bucknell University responded quickly after Hurricane Mitch dumped approximately 10 feet of rain in five days on Nicaragua in October 1998. Emergency aid was sent, and a delegation of students and staff quickly formed to help with relief efforts. Working in partnership with the residents of Nueva Vida, a refugee community of over 15,000 poor people displaced by the disaster, the first delegation worked to build temporary shelters for families during Spring Break 1999.  Since then,  two brigades have traveled annually to this impoverished village outside of Managua. Working to assist those with few resources, volunteers have joined with a small non-profit, non-governmental agency, Jubilee House Community, to build, staff and help supply a community health program, dig latrines, plant trees, and increase employment opportunities. 
Unemployment is over to 80% in this isolated community, so help is desperately needed to establish new jobs and raise the living conditions in Nueva Vida. Families live in one-room cement block houses without running water and the health care situation is grave. As international attention is focused elsewhere, these families struggle to feed their children or obtain simple items like aspirin or vitamins. Over 3,000 patients are seen yearly at the health clinic operated by Jubilee House and many suffer from malnutrition and parasites. 
Now, though hope is on the horizon. Thanks to the support of many individuals, the Bucknell Brigade was able to raise over $40,000 for a permanent health clinic to serve sick individuals in Nueva Vida and the simple facility was dedicated in 2001. Today we continue our partnership with this poor, but hard-working community. A delegation of 25 volunteers will travel to Nueva Vida in January and in March to staff the health clinic, work on building infrastructure, and assist with the operation of some microenterprise cooperatives providing much needed employment. 
As a member of the Bucknell Brigade, I’m asking you to consider contributing to our worthy cause. Help us provide valuable medicines for the health clinic and wages for the doctor and nurse so we can keep its doors open. Donate to Jubilee House Community, Inc. so that a septic system, and trash incinerator can be constructed for Nueva Vida. Contribute to the Bucknell Brigade so that university students can put their learning to use and expand their knowledge of our neighbors in Central America. We ask that you give what you can for those less fortunate. Please review the enclosed material and send us a check with the completed form so that you, too, can be part of the Rainbow of Hope. 

Thank you sincerely, 
