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From

Generation to Generation:
Alumni Connecting

with Students

E

From scholarship donors to internship sponsors to arts and athletics
associations, the Bucknell bonds alumni form with students 

are strong and lasting.

ach summer, all across the country, incoming students and
their parents are invited to local Bison Gatherings to meet other students and alumni
from their area. The gatherings provide students an opportunity to ask questions big
and small: How will they adjust to college? What should they pack? More importantly,
Bison Gatherings introduce new students to the Bucknell community.

T H E R E S A  G A W L A S  M E D O F F  ’ 8 5

Scholarship Day continues to grow. In April, nearly 600 guests attended the 18th annual luncheon.
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Over the next four years, they will learn that the com-
munity at Bucknell extends far beyond the campus and
encompasses the many alumni who appreciate their
Bucknell experience and want to give back by helping
new generations of Bucknellians.

“The value of a Bucknell education continues long
after you leave campus,” says Ed Robinson ’86, who has
been a member of several Bucknell boards and associa-
tions. “It’s a living, breathing thing. The alumni who
came before me have opened doors for me, challenged
me at various points in my life to be everything I can be,
and helped me to understand my responsibility to the
institution. In turn, I have always tried to help alumni
and students who have come after me. The network
continues to grow from generation to generation.”

Funding the Future Come September, Stacey
Knepp ’07, who earned a B.A. in classics and compara-
tive humanities, will be at the University of Texas, 
working toward a master’s degree in humanities, with a
specialization in translating Greek and Arabic. It’s a long
way from her hometown of West Decatur, Pa., where
most young people, if they dream of college at all, aspire
to attend the local campus of Penn State. Knepp wanted
more, and she achieved it — thanks to Trustee C. Alan
Walker ’66 and the Walker Family Scholarship. 

More than 115 Bucknellians from the old mining
towns of Clearfield County, Pa., have benefited from the
Walker Scholarship since its establishment in 1984.
Walker keeps tabs on them all. “Ten of the scholarship
recipients have completed medical school or are in med-
ical school. Another is in veterinary school,” he says.
“Charity Demko ’98 was the first in her extended fami-
ly to attend college. She is now a project engineer at
TVGA Consultants. Bryan Garman ’90 earned his doc-
torate and is head of the Wilmington [Del.] Friends
School.” Walker keeps up with students and alumni
through letters and cards and has not missed a single
Scholarship Luncheon in nearly 25 years. “I saw a lot of
really bright kids cut off from a college education
because of money,” he says. “Educating the next gener-
ation is the best investment you can make. My dream is
that some of them will come back and fund scholarships
for the next generation of Bucknellians.” 

The desire to give back has inspired many alumni to
fund scholarships. Financial aid made it possible for
Robert Tweed ’56 to attend Bucknell, so he and his wife,
Lorraine Soresi Tweed ’56, decided to fund a scholarship
as a 50th Reunion gift to Bucknell. Chris Peterjohn
Richards ’76 received financial assistance from an
anonymous donor after her father died. She and her
husband, Dan Richards ’78, now fund several scholar-
ships, and they are working toward their goal of funding
four students a year. “We both feel strongly that students
need to be given the same opportunities that we had,”
Dan explains.

Trustee emeritus and 2007 Stephen Taylor Award

honoree Kenneth G. Langone ’57 has helped nearly 70
students since the Langone scholarship was established
in 1995. He talks about the letters he receives from those
students, who tell him how much a Bucknell education
means to them. Langone says he understands, because
Bucknell did, and still does, mean that much to him.
“Every single day of my life I think about how lucky I
am to be a Bucknellian,” he says. “All of us have an
opportunity to give back — not to give — to give back to
this place that can so profoundly impact the lives of
young people who are the future of America and the
future of this world.”

Scholarship Day Year after year, student after
student, the next generation benefits from a Bucknell
education, thanks to the generosity of alumni and 
others. Often, the seeds of long-term relationships are
sown at the annual Scholarship Luncheon, when alumni
donors meet student scholarship recipients. Alumni who
fund scholarships include recent graduates and those
who have celebrated 50th, 60th, and even 70th
reunions. They range from individuals and couples to
extended families like the Grabowskis, 24 of whom had
graduated from Bucknell as of 2007. They are groups of
friends who start a scholarship to honor an influential
faculty member or a treasured friend. They are entire
classes who want to share their Bucknell experience
with future generations. 

Charlie Vogel ’37 keeps in touch with students who
receive the Vogel Scholarship, as well as with the dozens
who have benefited from the Class of 1937 Scholarship
over the past 20 years. “It’s inspirational to meet with
these youngsters and talk to them, and I also like to 
tell them what Bucknell was like when I was here,
which was so different,” Vogel says. “After four years of
communicating with the students, you develop a rela-
tionship. They become part of the family.” 

When Maureen Dobert met Eunice Gambrah ’08,
she felt like Eunice was the perfect match for the Gail E.
Dobert Memorial Scholarship, established by friends and
family of her daughter, Gail ’83, after her death in 1996.
Eunice, a native of Ghana, plans to return to Africa to

“Year after year, student after student, 
the next generation benefits from a Bucknell 

education, thanks to the generosity of alumni 
and others.”

Eunice Gambrah ’08 (center) with Maureen and Ken Dobert, who help fund a
scholarship in the name of their daughter, Gail Dobert ’83.
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work for the rights of women in developing countries.
“Eunice reminds me in so many ways of Gail,” Dobert
says. “Gail would have greatly approved of Eunice and
her vision.” Eunice, too, was touched by the meeting. “I
wish that I could have met Gail, but I know her spirit is
being continued through the scholarship. It’s such a
blessing,” she says. 

Blessing is a term that numerous scholarship recipi-
ents use. They say they are thankful for the education
they receive at Bucknell and touched by the generosity
of alumni. “It’s really nice to have a personal connection
with alumni, and to know that there’s someone who
went to Bucknell who had a good experience and wants
to pass that on,” says Cheryl Hutnikoff ’09. 

Enriching Campus Life For some students,
it’s the classroom experience; for others, the defining
events of college happen as a result of an internship or
involvement in a club, sport, or service activity.
Whatever the situation, it’s a good bet that Bucknell
alumni somehow made a contribution.

The annual Student Leadership Institute, sponsored
by the Dean of Students Office, brings alumni to campus
to talk to students about leadership issues. “It’s nice to
see that these alumni are willing to make time in their
busy schedules to speak to students,” says Bill McLean
’08, a member of the organizing committee. He was
impressed when Ed Robinson, who spoke at the
Institute about fundraising, gave his cell phone number
and email address to the students. McLean later phoned
Robinson for guidance on how to raise funds for his fra-
ternity. “He gave me a lot of good advice,” McLean says.
“Students really like to see alumni on campus and to see
what Bucknell means to them.”

Doug Allen ’88, associate professor and chair of 
the management department, says the Institute for
Leadership in Technology and Management (ILTM)
owes much of its success to alumni. The two-summer
program is geared toward students interested in combin-
ing engineering and management. Alumni have served

as speakers and as corporate sponsors for students’ real-
world management and technological projects.

The Bucknell Business Advisory Board (BBAB),
comprising faculty and alumni, meets every semester to
discuss trends in the corporate world and to provide
advice on shaping the curriculum to prepare students for
the work world. “In a rapidly changing field, it’s really
valuable to have people like our alumni who can 
provide that sort of insight,” Allen says.

In addition, many alumni have served as guest
speakers, internship sponsors, and mentors. George
Burman ’73, who founded several companies, shares his
knowledge by judging business plans in entrepreneur-
ship classes. Bob Gamgort ’84, president and CEO of
MasterFoods USA, and Doug Lebda ’92, founder of
LendingTree and president and COO of IAC/InterActive,
have been involved in an impressive range of activities.
“Bob and Doug serve as role models who have achieved
tremendous success at a relatively young age,” Allen
says. “Their mentoring and guidance are invaluable.”

Engineering students likewise benefit from the
experience of alumni. The Bucknell Engineering Alumni
Association (BEAA), led by a board of directors of both
alumni and students, sponsors nearly two dozen events
annually, both on and off campus, under the program
name ECLIPSE (Enterprising Connections Linking
Industry, Programs, Students, and Engineering alumni). 

In a new event introduced last fall, “Connections for
Engineers,” the Career Development Center (CDC) and
the BEAA worked with engineering faculty to success-
fully bring young alumni back to campus to talk with
first-year students in the Engineering 100 course about
career options. Homecoming brings together alumni,
students, and faculty for a student research symposium
and dinner. Every February, the BEAA and the CDC
work in partnership to bring more than 50 alumni and
150 upperclassmen together for a career networking
event held on campus during National Engineers Week.
The BEAA also partners with student clubs to offer joint
field trips for students and alumni.

The Association for the Arts enriches campus life by
supporting a host of arts-related projects and events, the
most visible of which is the Celebration of the Arts each
spring. For the past several years, the Association has
organized alumni panel sessions on careers in the arts as
part of that week. Many alumni, including Richard
Humphrey ’74 and Mitch Goldman ’92, have sponsored
Bucknell student interns, helped graduates to find jobs
in the arts, and served as mentors to fellow alumni.

Individual grants awarded by the Association for the

‘The alumni who came before me have 
opened doors for me, challenged me at

various points in my life to be everything I 
can be, and at the same time, helped me to

understand my responsibility to the institution.’

G
o
rd

o
n

 W
en

ze
l

Alumni such as Brad Mostoller ’88 (forefront, left) and Ken Nadler ’77, P’07 (forefront, right) share
their expertise with students at the annual engineering career networking event.
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Arts this past year helped to finance the student produc-
tions of Spring Awakening and Urinetown, the Musical; a
French film festival and the Black Film Festival; the
Department of Art & Art History’s print-making work-
shop; the student literary magazine Mirth Grinder;
Culture Couture, a fashion club started by students; the
residency of a flamenco dance troupe; and many other
projects. The Association also funds several need- and
merit-based scholarships for talented arts students.

Alumni are motivated by a desire “to bring the arts
down to the grassroots and to ensure that they continue
to thrive and grow on campus,” says Alison Abels ’89,
president of the 11-member alumni board. They want
today’s students to benefit from their involvement in the
arts at Bucknell, just as they once did. “You never know
what an arts program or interaction with a professional
might spark in a student,” she says. “It could be a life-
changing experience.”

What the Association for the Arts does for culture on
campus, the Bison Club does for athletics. “Alumni
financial support is the lifeblood of our athletics pro-
gram,” says Bison Club Director Todd Newcomb ’88. But
it’s not just about the money, he adds. Bucknell alumni
regularly support the sports program by attending
games. “In my previous job, I worked for the Patriot
League, so I went to games all over the league, and I can
tell you that no one is more supportive than Bucknell
fans,” he says. “When you look out at that sea of orange
and blue, it really makes a strong statement about the
University and its alumni.” 

Serving as Career Resources Alumni
regularly come back to Bucknell to share their personal
and professional experiences and to advise students 
on career options. Just this past year, in programs 
sponsored by the CDC, students heard from some 100
alumni at informal lunches, employer presentations,
panel discussions, and symposia. Among them were
David Scadden ’75, MD, who spoke about his work as
co-director of the Harvard Stem Cell Institute; Susan
Cleaver Valenti ’84, director of Deutsche Bank
Securities, who shared her perspective on Wall Street;
and Gitanjali Gutierrez ’92 and Lindsey Stokes
Rosenberg ’99, who spoke about careers in social justice.

Career networking events held in major cities
throughout the country allow alumni to support stu-
dents without returning to campus. Rane Johnson
Stempson ’98, president of the Oregon Alumni Club, has
organized networking nights in Seattle and Portland.
“The alumni have a lot of fun hearing from students
about what Bucknell is like now, and the students enjoy
hearing what life used to be like at Bucknell,” she says.
Students are looking for advice not only on careers and
job searches, but also on how to make the most of their
time at Bucknell, she adds. Stempson has stayed in
touch with a number of the students she has met.
“When I was younger, a lot of people were amazing
mentors to me. I wouldn’t be where I am today if it
weren’t for them,” she says. “If I can make those same
kinds of connections with students or help other alumni
to do so, then that’s very valuable.”

A fairly new way for alumni to connect with 
students is by sponsoring a sophomore in a two-day job

shadowing “externship” during winter break. The pro-
gram began in 2005 with pre-health students and by this
January had expanded to 214 students from all academic
areas. 

Alumni have been a driving force behind the
Bucknell Public Interest Project (BPIP), which provides
$2,500 stipends to students doing summer internships
with nonprofit agencies. Interest among students and
funding from alumni and other donors have increased
every year since the program’s inception, with 34 stu-
dents receiving stipends this summer. “BPIP internships
allow students to gain experience with nonprofits and to
see the good that they can do by helping others,” says
Karen Horner Wolford ’65, chair of the BPIP Alumni
Advisory Committee. 

After all the panel discussions and networking
nights, the externships and internships, graduating
seniors are ready to apply to graduate school or find a
job. Alumni help then, too. Sometimes, they know of
actual job openings. More often, they serve as mentors,
making suggestions about whom to contact and how.
Jenna Camann ’07, a long-time NASCAR fan, found a
job at a marketing company working on a motor-sports
account with the help of Doug ’92 and Tara Garrity
Lebda ’94, who used to live in Charlotte, N.C., where
NASCAR is based. They were able to suggest people for
her to contact. 

“I received a job offer but was given only 48 hours
to decide. I didn’t know what to do, so I sent an email to
Doug asking for his advice,” Camann recalls. “I couldn’t
believe it when he phoned me a few hours later. Here’s
this incredibly busy man, on his way home at nearly
midnight, and he calls me because I needed his help.”

Later, when Camann had accepted a job and was
making plans to move to North Carolina, Tara offered
apartment-hunting suggestions and put Camann in
touch with other Bucknell alumni living in the Charlotte
area. “The Lebdas and many other Bucknell alumni,
including Jim Hislop ’79 and Jack Woerner ’60, were
just amazing. The Lebdas are very generous, kind-
hearted individuals,” she says. “They helped my dream
come true.”

Theresa Gawlas Medoff ’85 is a freelance writer based in
Wilmington, Del., and a regular contributor to Bucknell
World.

Richard Humphrey ’74 speaks at the spring Celebration of the Arts.
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braids are tucked into a hat, while Kristen has gone for
the ever-glamorous ponytails. It’s a hot day, but there is
some extra heat generated by the arms of Steven Tyler,
lead vocalist for Aerosmith, which loop comfortably
around the sisters’ shoulders. Antigone Rising has just
finished opening for the legendary rock band, and Tyler
clearly enjoys hanging out with them as much as they
do with him.

On another date, in another huge venue — AR
opens for the Stones. That’s right, The Rolling Stones.
The sisters are at ease as they discuss Mick (Jagger) and
Steven. Says Kristen, “The Stones were really great to
us. Charlie [Watts] stopped by our dressing room and
hung for a while. Keith Richards called us ‘yummy.’”

But that ease is sprinkled with a generous portion of awe
at where they find themselves. I attended Bucknell with
Cathy and Kristen, belonged to the same sorority,
laughed on the porch of Cathy’s apartment on Sixth
Street, and even sang passable harmony with our soror-
ity rush singers — the Pi Phi Angels, led by Cathy.
They’ve come a long way since their college days at
Bucknell.

College Days Flash back 19-odd years to the
backyard of Delta Upsilon on the Saturday afternoon of
House Party Weekend. Cathy, Kristen, Penelope “Peppy”
Kokines Sanborn ’90, Lisa Bloomburg ’90, Amy
Harrison ’89, and Debbie Bashian ’90 (all members of Pi

M A R Y  A N N  S I G L E R  S T A N T O N  ’ 8 9

I
t’s hot — even offstage — and hotter still for
Cathy ’90 and Kristen Henderson ’92, founding members of Antigone
Rising, the all-women rock band out of New York City, with several
albums under their belts. Sweat pours off their skin — no carefully
styled, rock-band hair for these two at this concert. Cathy’s blond

FROMSIXTH STREET
TO THE STONES

Antigone Rising began at Bucknell. Now, they’re doing ads
for Seven jeans in Vanity Fair and opening for the Rolling Stones.
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Beta Phi or Delta Delta Delta) comprise a band called
Mistress and are onstage performing “Wild Thing.” The
band was created to compete in a talent show as a part
of Greek Week 1988. Pi Phi had two secret weapons,
Cathy and Peppy, whose musical prowess was not a
secret to anyone. For a few years before that talent con-
test, Cathy played with some Bucknell student bands
like the Tokin’ J’s and Pandemonium, but she really
wanted a band of her own. After the Greek Week pre-
miere and the addition of some new musicians, Mistress
was a hit.

The sisters share a Bucknell lineage. Their parents,
Frank ’63 and Jeanne Henderson ’65, are alumni, as is
an aunt, Holly Henderson Iyer ’70, and their grandfather
George Henderson ’33. But Kristen says that she came to
Bucknell to play in her sister’s band: “They needed a
drummer, so I came out to play for that DU House Party,
which was so cool because I was still in high school. I
was hooked.” In actuality, Kristen had been accepted for
the fall semester and had already planned to attend
Bucknell, although she says that playing drums in
Cathy’s band was the “biggest incentive,” to which
Cathy responds, “We really needed a drummer.”

One might not expect that the rock-star sisters
pledged allegiance to a sorority, but not only were they
proud Pi Phis during their college days, they also still are
today. Says Cathy, “It was really a social thing for me. Pi
Phi was kooky and colorful.” 

Both sisters say that they often played two gigs a
weekend, at fraternities and local bars. “We always
knew that we would be in music, but Bucknell gave us
a place to work on it — it gave us a platform. We really
performed a lot, and you just don’t get that opportunity
at that age,” says Cathy. “You could be yourself here. I
could be creative and crazy, and that was okay. I knew
how good I had it here. Not to say life isn’t great now,
but to live with and be surrounded by so many incredi-
ble people was a blessing. Not everyone feels that way
about college.”

Antigone Rising ... and Rising After
graduating in 1990, Cathy moved to New York City and
worked in advertising. Kristen, who was “hell bent on
playing music,” graduated two years later and moved to
the city to join Cathy, who says, “I remember we went
to a Pat Benatar concert, and I thought, ‘My God, we
have to play again!’” Says Kristen, “Pep had been in grad

school in Wisconsin, and when she graduated, I talked
her into coming to the city to start the band back up.”
Cathy adds, “We re-formed as Antigone Rising, with
another Bucknell alum, Suzanne Obolski ’89, joining 
us on vocals. Kristen played drums then, and I was on
bass.”

Kristen says that Bucknell provided the inspiration
for the band’s name. She and Peppy had taken a classics
course with Professor Tucker
Orbison and had read Antigone in
class. Peppy also had played
Antigone on stage, and while
Kristen got a D on her paper about
Antigone, Peppy aced the assign-
ment.

The band’s name resonates
with Greek tragedy, but Cathy says
that not everyone gets it. “Antigone
was this strong rebellious woman
who defied authority. We loved
that, and, of course, in the Village,
where everyone is creative and
intellectual, people got it,” she says.
“Once we got out of the Village, the
name didn’t play as well. If you are
at a Borders in, say, the Dakotas, I
wouldn’t suggest stocking up on
Antigone Rising CDs.”

AR started off keeping their
day jobs and playing gigs at night,
mostly in New York City, in places
like Café Figaro, the Back Fence,
and the Bitter End. In 1998, they
received an invitation to play Lilith
Fair. 

“Playing Lilith was crazy. I’m
backstage hanging out with Natalie
Merchant and the Indigo Girls,” says Cathy. “We
thought, ‘Here we are!’ But we had no idea then how
much further we had to go. It wasn’t until after Lilith
that our lead singer, Cassidy, and drummer, Dena
Tauriello, joined the band. That was it. We quit our day
jobs, bought the van, and went out on the road.”

With five CDs, a VH-1 special, and a review in
Rolling Stone magazine, the band is on its way up. And
even amid all this fame, Bucknell’s own musical uprising
returns to its roots. After last year’s successful
Homecoming concert, AR will play for Homecoming
2007 on Oct. 20 in the exact spot where Cathy graduated
— atop Freas Hall. It rained for Kristen’s graduation, pre-
venting her from sharing that space with generations of
Bucknellians before her, so this is feels like a special kind
of karma. Stay tuned for the very cool details.

Mary Ann Sigler Stanton is the regional manager for major
gifts at Bucknell. For the full story and interview, go to
www.bucknell.edu/BucknellWorld.xml. For more on Antigone
Rising, go to www.antigonerising.com. 

‘We always knew that we would be in music,
but Bucknell gave us a place to work on it — 

it gave us a platform.’

Antigone Rising with Sheryl Crow, third from left. Cathy and Kristen are fourth and fifth from the left.

Cathy ’90 and Kristen Henderson ’92
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A record number of alumni attended —1,311 — with overall attendance of 1,900
alumni and guests.
Alumni traveled from around the world to Reunion, representing 37 states, and
distant countries, such as Singapore, Turkey, and England.
51 students served as Reunion Student Ambassadors, hosting class events, running
campus tours, and educating alumni about Bucknell today. Attendees continue to
rate ambassadors as one of the highest-ranked components of the weekend.
Kenneth Langone ’57 was awarded the University’s most significant honor, the
Stephen W. Taylor Medal, for his spirit and determination and for touching the
lives of many Bucknellians.

M

M

M

M

Bruce Lundvall ’57
Outstanding Achievement in a 
Chosen Profession Award

“At Bucknell, I had the opportunity to really
explore my cultural fantasies — music, books,
and art — while earning a degree in commerce
and finance, all of which prepared me for the life
I chose in the record business.”

Eric Allgaier ’82
Loyalty to Bucknell Award

“I highly recommend to all of you to give 
back to Bucknell with your time. Volunteering 

for Bucknell has been one of the most 
enjoyable and rewarding experiences 

in my entire life.”
Doug Lebda ’92
Young Alumni Award

“Bucknell is truly a place on the move. It’s a
place that’s calling each and every one of us to
involvement, and it’s my hope today that each
and every one of us will answer that call.”

Beverly Dunston-Scott ’52
Service to Humanity Award

“Everything that we do will hopefully have an
impact on somebody else’s life. And it’s true —

one person can make a difference in another
person’s life. I can bear witness that this is really

true, that when we reach back and attempt to lift
up someone else to give them a sense of hope,

a sense that they can achieve, oh, the joy that
you receive is so tremendous!”

Reunion
Weekend

2007

             



Summer 2007 • BUCKNELL WORLD  17

  



18 BUCKNELL WORLD • Summer 2007

Letters
from the Attic

R O B I N  B I T T E R L I C H  M O L L  ’ 7 2

I remember how hushed the campus felt that night.
You could almost feel everyone holding their collective
breath. The guys huddled around radios and crowded
into the TV lounges. The girls mostly stayed in their
dorms waiting to hear which birthdays got good 
numbers and which got bad. The seniors who got low
numbers were almost sure to go to Vietnam. My
boyfriend was a junior and could count on one more
year of his student deferment, but he would be next.

“More bad news,” I wrote on Dec. 2, 1969. “You
know the lottery was drawn last night, and John’s birth-
day, May 24, was #31! He’s just sick. He really wanted to
go to grad school. But now that’s right down the drain.
There’s no way he just wants to be drafted, so he could
either take his chances at getting a teaching deferment
and go to night school to get his master’s (but some draft
boards won’t give teaching deferments — John doesn’t
know about his) or completely bag grad school and try
for an Officer Candidate School somewhere. The hitch is
that if he fails to get into OCS, which is very possible
since most guys who got high numbers and have any
brains will want to do the same thing, he’s still drafted.
Poor John. It really hit him hard. It’s such an awful 
feeling to know that you’re just plain going to go. It also
doesn’t help to have some of his friends in the 300’s and

T
hree years ago, I was helping my mother
move from her apartment into an assisted living facility.
Among the bags of string, balls of rubber bands, and decades
of National Geographic and Reader’s Digest magazines, in a 
box in the back of her closet were all of the letters I’d 
written to home from Bucknell.

From September 1968 until May 1972, I wrote one
or two letters every week for a total of 200 letters. Amid
tedious arrangements for Parents Weekend and gushing
thanks for a surprising number of care packages, I wrote
long and candid letters answering my mother’s ques-
tions and sharing my news. I described friends, meals,
classes, jobs, extracurricular activities (edited for my
mother’s sensibilities), heartbreaks, and joys. Thirty-one
years later, as I reread my own letters, amid the personal
news I discovered a subtext of what it was like to be at
Bucknell during those transformative and tumultuous
years.

Just as WWII had defined my mother’s generation,
the war in Vietnam defined mine. In those early years,
we couldn’t vote, and the war seemed far away. But the
first draft lottery changed everything; it had a direct
impact on the future of every male student in the coun-
try. Suddenly the war was right here, right in the middle
of peaceful, rural Lewisburg, Pa. 

HistoryBackward Glance
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just as sure not to go. What a mess. At least half of the
guys at DU are above 150. And 15 are under 100. DU
and Phi Gamm got hit the hardest of any of the frats.”

The lottery hung like a specter over the campus for
the next several years. When we were seniors, it was our
classmates’ turn to watch the numbers and find a strat-
egy to beat the system. Even though the war was wind-
ing down, those with low numbers had a lot to worry
about. My new boyfriend, “Space,” was on the cusp. On
Jan. 12, 1972, I wrote, “He read an article in the New
York Times that advised people with 2-S draft deferments
to declare themselves 1-A, and if they don’t get called by
March 31, they’ll be out. Sounds screwy to me, but he
declared himself 1-A.” We were on-again and off-again,
so I rationalized, “That may solve everything — he’ll
either be in Canada or the Army.”

My boyfriend’s roommate taught himself how to
raise his own blood pressure by tightening his sphincter
muscles. He declared himself 1-A, went to the draft
board, and managed to raise his blood pressure high
enough to get a 4-F. These were desperate times. 

Campus Strike In spite of having an ROTC
chapter on campus and a student body drawn largely
from conservative homes, many became anti-war and
anti-Nixon, which created tension with our conservative
parents. On May 4, 1970, along with about another 200
college campuses across the country, the Association of
Bucknell Students issued a statement calling for a strike
to express our disapproval with the war. The faculty
resolved to accept the concern of the Bucknell students
to suspend normal university operations between May 4
and May 9, 1970, and “to enable students and faculty to
engage, individually and collectively, in activities that
are addressed to our current national crisis.” 

How did I tell my parents about all of this? They had
just returned from a trip to Japan, which they had
undertaken with real ambivalence because they still 
had such strong feelings about Pearl Harbor and Japan’s
role in World War II. I wrote, “I hate to have my first 
letter to you be of this nature, but I’m sure once you’ve
been in the U.S. for even a matter of hours, you will
come into contact with what’s going on and would like
to know how I feel.” In an oblique reference to Kent
State, I continued, “Some of the radical actions taken on
other campuses make me both ashamed and afraid. Yet
what impresses me about Bucknell is that everyone is
not only taking the matter very seriously but also very
rationally. In all the meetings I’ve attended, there has
not been one shouted word. Everyone’s respecting and
listening to everyone else’s opinions and feelings. We all
seem to have agreement on one thing — we have to get
out of Southeast Asia.”

My parents were loyal Republicans and therefore,
by their definition, loyal Americans. My Dad was 4-F
during his war, so he had enlisted in the merchant
marine so he could do his part. My family did not share
my anti-war position, and I knew it. “I don’t want you
to be ashamed of me in any way. I won’t go today [to
NBC’s taping of Bucknell’s daily mass meetings] because
I don’t want people — your friends, Gran’s friends, etc.
— to see me on TV without understanding why I’m
there.” 

Changing Landscape In the four years 
documented in my letters, Bucknell traversed a cultural
terrain that was rooted in the traditional 1950s and
ended in the radical 1970s. As freshmen, we were

required to wear dinks and signs around our necks dis-
playing our room and phone numbers. We had to wear
gym suits, get permission slips from our parents to do
things like go sailing, and we had curfews. We got
dressed up for our dates: “Tonight is the frat open house
and a pep rally and a dance. I’ll wear my brown shift,
but I don’t know what
shoes or purse.” We got
corsages for Homecoming,
wore long gowns to frater-
nity formals and military
balls where we got little
(dance) programs, “like
you [Mom] used to get 
at college dances, and
Lionel Hampton and his
Orchestra played.” You
could get a stamp for 8
cents, a filet dinner for
$6, a stereo for $100, a
summer in Europe for
$1,000, and a semester
at Bucknell for $5,400.

Yet, shortly after
arriving on campus,
things began to change.

On Oct. 28, 1968, 
I wrote, “Now don’t
drop your teeth. I know you
think this is terrible, but the times they are a-changing.
We’re allowed to have guys in our rooms during any
weekend.” By the time we were choosing where to live
senior year, many of the dorms were co-ed, and curfews
had disappeared. Our hair got longer, and our skirts 
got shorter. Getting dressed up in 1972 meant hot pants 
and boots.

My letters reflected the meeting of old-fashioned
traditions and campus life and a newly found and grow-
ing self-awareness and maturity. Everything had
changed. 

The year I graduated, Dean of Student Affairs John
P. Dunlop left us with these words in the yearbook: “I
have noticed a change in the Bucknell student in the
years I have been here. When I first came to the
University, the majority of students were throwbacks to
the last generation. Their preoccupations were selfish,
the aura they conveyed was that of ‘Joe College,’ and
their awareness of the outside world was very small. In
recent years, however, I have sensed a greater maturity
in a large number of Bucknell students. My feeling is
that many of you are deeper human beings, more
thoughtful, more broad-minded, more truly concerned
and far more aware of the world out there. Although
you’re still coming from a prosperous background, you
seem to be bursting out of your affluent cocoon and
demonstrating a concern for the society in general.
Whether you will act on this awareness remains to 
be seen.”

Robin Bitterlich Moll ’72 recently launched her own consulting
practice providing fundraising and strategic planning for not-
for-profit institutions. Previously, she served as an advancement
executive at Cabrini and Swarthmore colleges, Main Line
Health System, Hahnemann University, and Barnes & Roche,
Inc. She lives in Berwyn, Pa., with her husband, Jonathan
Moll. They have two daughters, Lauren and Adrienne, and a
Bernese mountain dog, Sadie.  

First row, left to right, Debbie Copeland Neely '72, DedeWilliamson Benson '73; middle row, Cathy Champney Memmel'72, Robin Bitterlich Moll; back row, Jerrie Will '71, all sistersof Alpha Chi Omega.
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the Lifetime Achievement Award from the
Association of Fundraising Professionals’
Greater Pocono Northeast Chapter. Skip,
the newly named chairman of the board at
WVIA (PBS station) has been with
Geisinger since 1984, has led fundraising
efforts that have raised more than $200
million, and is leading efforts to develop
the environmental advocacy component of
Geisinger’s Center for Health Research, a
commitment to improve the quality of life
in the Susquehanna River watershed. He
and his wife, Linda, live in nearby Winfield
and have two daughters, Laura and Lisa.

Jay Citron held a party at his condo in
New York City for SAMMY brothers from
classes ’56, ’57, ’58, ’59 and ’60. The get-
together was held on Nov. 4, 2006, and
included 36 brothers and their wives from
many areas of the country. Attending from
’58 were Dave Block, Harry Hirschkorn,
Mitch Jacobs, Hal Richman, George
Miller, Bob Sale, and Ken Safian. It was
a very nostalgic and enjoyable evening 

for all. g
Edge and Lorian Rodi Deuel

expressed doing well and enjoying these
“golden years.” Edge reported the deaths of
two Phi Gamma Delta brothers in ’06;
namely, Al Levesque and Bob Sadler. He
mentioned that for the fourth year the Phi
Gam spring get-together in Rancho
Manana, Ariz., will include many activities
that test “seniors’ skills. There are rounds of
golf, stops at casinos, and visits to the race-
tracks. Also, the group enjoys time and
relaxation at the Scottsdale home of
Carolyn and Bob Fitzsimmons. Carolyn
prepares delicious food. Last spring, the
group included Bob Fitzsimmons, Bob
Stumpf, John W. Mueller, Cub Wyant,
and George Lyon. Edge mentioned look-
ing forward to Reunion ’08.

The two groups, husband, Dick ’59,
and I met with in Florida early this year
were also enthusiastic about our 50th
reunion.

During our visit with Harry and

Dabbie Bartleson Erikson in Englewood,
we shared hopes for a great, well-attended
reunion with Jim and Robbie Eads
McIntosh, Dick and Elizabeth Jones
Zoch, Cathy Hoffman Doremus, Rog
and Jane Scheifele Frassenei, Clark ’56
and Ann Moore Workman, Don and
Jane Verrer King and of course, with the
Eriksons.

From Englewood we traveled to the
Kings’ in Cape Coral where we enjoyed
time with Jean and Marv Fisher, Susan
and Nelson Smith and Judy and Tom
Cassidy. The Theta Chi alums will surely
make the effort to return to campus in ’08
and to share the special occasion with all
who come.

Soon after our return from Florida,
Carol Davies Aronis and her 17-year-old
grandson, who was on a college search, vis-
ited us for several days. Carol hopes to
return to Lewisburg again next year. We
look forward to her return and also to
yours. Mark your calendars: May 30 – June
2, ’08. — N.J.R.R.

Corbin “Cub” Wyant chaired the
25th Anniversary endowment campaign
and gala performance for the Naples, Fla.,
Philharmonic Orchestra. Surpassing a $25
million goal, Wyant and members of the
board raised a total of $37 million during
the 18 month effort.

Note: Robert Hopper’s obituary appears in
this issue.

59Theodore Du Puy
3233 Bruin Drive
Chesapeake, VA 23321-4600
email: tedupuy@cox.net
phone: 757-483-1562
fax: 757-686-2493

Classmates who have email addresses and
do not hear from me, please send your
email addresses to me. It is not fair that this
column’s success should depend on so few. 

Joan Peregoy Thayer wrote, “Ted
and I enjoyed our 20-day cruise/visit to
Australia and New Zealand. The long flight
to Sydney with a change of planes in LA is
best forgotten quickly, which we did during
our three days in Sydney — a hilly, friendly
city that reminded us of San Francisco and
Vancouver. We were lucky enough to get
tickets to La Traviata for opening night

“We also got to the top of the Sky
Tower and spent a day at the Wildlife
Museum in Darling Harbor. We speed-
walked past the snake exhibits and spent
more time with the wallabies and koalas.
The Cassowary bird was fascinating, a non-
flying critter the size of an ostrich whose
head has a red comb and long blue beak.
We also saw an Echidna which looks like a
porcupine.

“The Sydney Hilton was on the mono-
rail line so traveling was easy. We did a
morning cruise around Sydney Harbor
before setting off on the Sapphire Princess, a
huge 2,700-passenger ship. Our departure
at 9 p.m. was spectacular. Behind us was
the opera house ablaze with lights, and
opposite us was the famous Sydney Bridge.

“We had a day in Melbourne, another
friendly, clean breeze city. We rode a nar-
row gauge train called Puffin’ Billy up into
the hills before visiting Healesville Wildlife
Sanctuary, and Ferguson’s Winery for lunch.

“After another day at sea we stopped at
Hobart, Tasmania; an elementary school
choir sang for us at 7 a.m. We visited a
Maori site and shared traditional nose-rub-
bing greetings with the elders; the chief
woman rubbed foreheads with each of us
after the ritual greetings.

“Three days at sea took us into New
Zealand territory via the Fjord lands
National Park. Steep green hills, many
waterfalls, some still iced over, mist and fog
above us and seals frolicking in the water
made our one day transit very special.

“Dunedin, N.Z., is called “Edinburgh of
the South”; settled by Presbyterians, it still
has a Scottish flavor. A kilted bagpipe band
played for 30 minutes on the pier as we

prepared to leave. During the day, we took
another narrow-gauge train ride into the
hills. We saw goats in caves and climbing the
steeps hills and sheep grazing in the many
valleys. The next day in Christchurch, a
local farmer proudly showed us his russet
and white alpacas (he’s trying to create a
pink one), small horses and sheep before
his wife welcomed us into their home for
morning coffee.

“After another day at sea we visited
another farm, this one near Tauranga,
where we saw a sheep being shorn and
learned that sheep have no top teeth. After
a trip to see the gannet bird colony and a
black sand beach, we returned to the ship.

“Our cruise ended in Auckland, N.Z.,
where we spent three days touring the city,
ascending to the middle level of the Tower
there and watching others descend on
cables on the outside, a controlled para-
chute type jump. Auckland is also hilly and
breezy and friendly. We stopped atop Mt.
Eden, an extinct volcano, and looked into a
now grassed-in caldera of an older volcano.”

“In March we visited Florida to catch as
many spring training games as possible.
Having grown up in Brooklyn with the
Dodgers, I really get a kick out of visiting
Vero Beach even though the team is now
the LA Dodgers. Ted and I saw the
Nationals play and also the Red Sox (Ted
grew up just outside Boston).”

I was perusing the Bucknell Hall of
Fame in basketball. I found that two of our
classmates, Harold Danzig and Ellis
Harley, had been entered. Well done, gen-
tlemen. Their write-ups are entered as fol-
lows: 

“Basketball co-captain in 1958–59, Hal
“Moose” Danzig is Bucknell’s all-time
rebounding leader with a career average of
16 per game, and he was twice named to
ECAC All-East and AP All-Pennsylvania
teams. Danzig was also All-MAC University
Division and UPI All-American honorable
mention in 1959. He still holds Bucknell
records for career rebounds with 1,134, and
he owns the three best single-season marks
in school history with 387 caroms in 1957-
58, 386 in 1958-59 and 361 in 1956-57.
Danzig also finished with 1,163 career
points, for a 16.4 career average. (Bucknell
Hall of Fame Class of 1983).”

“A superb two-sport athlete at
Bucknell, Ellis Harley graduated as one of
the most prolific scorers in Bison basketball
history. Harley co-captained the basketball
team as a junior and senior, and he played
on three straight teams that won 16 games
each, which at the time equaled the school
record. He averaged 16.3 points per game
as a sophomore, and his career total of 757
points ranked fifth in school history at the
time of his graduation. An outstanding
free-throw shooter with a career percent-
age of .780, he scored a career-best 33
points against Franklin & Marshall as a
junior, a performance that ranked fifth in
school history at the time. Harley also
starred as a shortstop on the baseball team
and was named the outstanding athlete in
his senior class. A native of Clearfield, Pa.,
he remained a Lewisburg resident for more
than 30 years and served as Bucknell’s
associate vice president of finance
(Bucknell Hall of Fame Class of 1997).”

Dee Pieper Shelley wrote, “Just a lit-
tle serendipity, Penn and I spent two weeks
in South Carolina in March. The last
Sunday we were there we attended the
Sunrise Presbyterian Church on Sullivan’s
Island (outside Charleston). It is a beautiful
church overlooking the water. Sitting across
from us were Bob ’58 and Pat Reish
Hemphill. Afterwards, we enjoyed coffee
and conversation with them before they
had to leave for their golf outing. They
have a vacation home in this beautiful area
with gorgeous beaches.”

Bob Bowman reports that he has
been elected an alternate on the Lancaster
County Government Study Commission,
which is to study and propose changes to
the structure of County Government in
Lancaster County.

Greg Ogden wrote, “I have not seen

Keeping Secrets for a Living

The first thing you have to understand about George Kessler ’57
is that he sees the world very differently than most people. As
a lifelong National Security Agency (NSA) intelligence analyst,

how could he not? After all, threat assessments and the proliferation
of nuclear weapons were just two
major issues in which he was
involved. “I’m retired, but I watch the
news; I see what’s happening in the
Middle East and elsewhere, and I’m
concerned. We’re five years after
9/11, and I don’t think Americans
are focused enough on international
terrorism. We live in extremely dan-
gerous times,” he warns.

Kessler’s “intelligence” career
began at Bucknell, where he enrolled
after serving a stint in the Marine
Corps. It was in the Corps that he
learned Arabic. “I took pre-law courses
at Bucknell and had every intention
of going into that field when, in my
junior year, I saw an announcement

on a bulletin board from representatives of the National Security
Agency,” he says. “They had an interest in anyone with a back-
ground in Middle Eastern languages. I was offered a job. One week
after graduation in 1957, I went to work at NSA.”

Kessler is a straight-talking man with a whipsaw sense of humor.
But ask him to describe his more than 36 years of NSA service, and
he says that all former NSA employees are sworn to secrecy. “When
you retire or leave an intelligence agency, you sign a non-disclosure
agreement. I can, however, say that I worked as an Arabic linguist
for 14 years during my career.”

“I loved going to work,” Kessler says. “I hated to leave NSA.
After the collapse of the Soviet Union, I retired. The agency was 
the target of massive budget slashing; programs and people were
cut, so I got out because a project that I was heavily committed to
was cut.”

Kessler’s “retirement” lasted 10 years. “After September 11, I
was called back as a senior linguist to help train newly hired linguists.
I retired, for a second time, in May 2005.” He now lives with his
wife of 52 years in Lewisburg, where he gardens and plays golf. “I
also enjoy spending time with my four kids and six grandkids.”

Meanwhile, Kessler has one last message: “I am an advocate
of students seeking to serve the country in some capacity. There is
no higher calling. I firmly believe that someday, someone will
attempt to use weapons of mass destruction, including “dirty”
nuclear devices, on us. We need the best and brightest in govern-
ment to help counter that threat — the kind of people that Bucknell
has historically produced.”  — Rick Dandes
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24. He weighed in at 7 lbs 4oz, but was
only 17 1/2 inches long. I was hoping for
the new Bison center of 2025, but we will
have to settle for a point guard. We are
almost willing to fly anyone in to help
babysit, but as soon as he determines night
from day (as many of you can attest to), we
should be OK.

I would like to extend best wishes to
Bob Schad and to Ned Dietz ’63 for
speedy recoveries from their recent illness-
es. Bob not so recent, but he is still in need
of some TLC, even if it somehow improves
his golf game to where he gets back to club
champ. He’d better get back soon since this
global warming scare indicates that Bob’s
island paradise will be five feet under if the
oceans rise by one foot. As for Ned and all
my many pals in Florida, Sports Illustrated

(March 12, I think), shows that Ocala will
be oceanfront in 75 to 100 years (we
should worry??). I guess I’ll have to get rid
of my coal-burning 1910 Ford Runabout.
Let’s all hope I am just joshing.

I know there is more news out there
than what I am running on about, so
please drop me a line so I can show that I
am still a viable commodity. — B.B.

Carr Bateman Brown writes that, as
a winter escape from the Midwest and
Northeast chills, she and Tri Delt (former
roommate) Sue Bradley Meinert gathered
in Boca Grande, Fla., at Norm and
Carolann Buquet George’s beautiful
coastal home. Steve and Lois Cox
Buchanan, Janet Comer Bryars, and
Bart Richards also joined the group for an
evening of fun and laughter. Carr and Sue

then traveled to Naples to visit former room-
mate, Dottie Gough, as well as friends of
Carr’s and Sue’s who also live in Naples. 

62Betty Kordes Samuels
1905 New Market Court
West Chester, PA 19382
email: bsamuels@highstream.net

It’s hard to believe, but, due to the lag time
between this submission and actual publi-
cation, by the time this column is read, our
45th Reunion will be a thing of the past.
Hope it was a memorable one. Meanwhile,
since I haven’t heard from any of you since
the last edition of Bucknell World came out.
I’ll just have to bore you with my own
news, not that there’s that much of it.
Instead of spending my annual spring vaca-
tion in Naples, Fla., I decided to visit my
daughter, Kelly, and her husband, Bob, and
granddaughters, Taylor and Nicole, who
relocated to the Atlanta area last July. Their
home is in a lovely community that has its
own pool (swim team in the summer), ten-
nis courts (Nicole takes lessons and is on
the tennis team), a clubhouse, and a lake.
As a side trip of sorts, Kelly, the girls, and I
traveled down to Orlando and visited fami-
ly members who live in Celebration, the
Disney community. What a charming place
that is, with everything (stores, restaurants)
within walking distance. The weather was
perfect, and we had a great time reuniting
with family we hadn’t seen in quite some
time. After spending five days there, we
returned to Atlanta for the rest of my stay.
Unfortunately, I was scheduled to fly back
to Philadelphia the morning of March 16,
when a huge ice storm hit the Northeast,
totally paralyzing the Mid-Atlantic States as
well. I’ll spare you all the gruesome details,
but after spending 14 and a half hours in
the Atlanta airport, hoping against hope
that the storm would move out quickly and
the Philadelphia airport would reopen, I
had to return to Kelly and Bob’s and was
not able to get a flight out until Sunday
morning. Thankfully, my luggage was wait-
ing for me. Ah, the joys of air travel. 
See how boring this column is without
your contributions? With all of us into
emailing, it’s really pretty easy to stay in
touch. Have I tapped into your guilty con-
science yet? I hope so. — B.K.S.

63Reunion 2008
Winifred Springer Brickmeier
8 Fox Den Road
Bethel, CT 06801
email: web-pcb@comcast.net

This is your third quarterly column, since
Bucknell World has become quarterly publi-
cation. My column may be short since we
are on the verge of leaving for an Arizona/
New Mexico hiking/touring trip that will
include the Grand Canyon and much more.
That is, it will if the plane flies in tomor-
row’s predicted April storm. On March 2,
we headed to Bucknell in snow, rain and
wind. Four hours later, we arrived in
Lewisburg to find sun, soft breezes and 55
degree temps. After a short visit to Bucknell
World staff, my husband and I did a campus
tour and took photos that show our
favorite campus buildings under a startling-
ly blue sky. See photos of the Bucknell/
Lewisburg walking tour at http://community.
webshots.com/user/winbrick.

Our Bucknell weekend included dining
with President Brian Mitchell in the Terrace
Dining Room, honoring Janet Weis of the
Weis Center for the Performing Arts. 

Dinner was followed by a rousing con-
cert at the Weis Center featuring the
Lincoln Center Afro-Latin Jazz Orchestra.
We attended the event to honor friends
Clavin ’34 and Betty Murray Fisher ’35
who were remembered in the annual pro-
gram of the Weis Center this year.

Linda Garrett Greenberg has
enjoyed this year’s Key West Literary

Seminar. The writers who came to read and
comment on their writing include Joyce
Carol Oates, Amy Tan, Margaret Atwood,
Paul Auster, Ian McEwan, Wally Lamb,
poets James Tate and Billy Collins, Michael
Cunningham, Siri Hustvedt, and Jeffrey
Eugenides. The ladies get accolades for their
humor, Michael Cunningham for his good
looks and delivery. I recognize most names,
but must research on Paul, Siri, and Jeffrey.
One does not have to imagine why they
are happy to visit Key West — and Linda —
in the winter.

By the time you read this, our class will
have entered its pre-Reunion year. The
45th should be a big one, and I am count-
ing on seeing a lot of you there. If you
have not sent your 2006-07 gift to
Bucknell, do it now. You can always get a
head start on the reunion year by giving
your gift in June for next year. Consider
who you would like to honor or remember
with your gift.

Write with news. — W.S.B.
Mark Ronald was selected as the

2006 Recipient of the John Curtis Sword
Award by the editors of Aviation Week &
Space Technology.

64Diana “Dee” Sherman Kash
685 West End Ave. #11F
New York, NY 10025
email: dianakash@earthlink.net

I’ve just returned from nearly a month in
sunny California waiting for my grand-
daughter, Callie Dee West, who made her
appearance on March 25. Everyone in the
family is thrilled with her, except possibly
her 2-year-old brother, Cody, who would
prefer it if she were a choo-choo train. 

In not-so-sunny New York I had an
email from Armeda Ferrini who is still
department chairman of Health and
Community Services at California State
University, Chico. She and daughter
Rebecca, a physician, have completed the
fourth edition of the textbook Health in the
Later Years. Armeda wrote the first edition
in 1989 when, she says, “aging was an
interest of mine. Now,” she notes, “I’m liv-
ing it.” Aren’t we all! Lucky Armeda has
her two daughters and seven grandkids
close by and enjoys, “coming of age on her
own terms.” She reminded me of the great
fun our freshman hall group used to have
together. 

Diane Chegwidden Jones met up in
Oregon with Jean Doll Kleinfeld who
lives in La Jolla, Calif., where she and her
husband and son run a medical research
company. (Has everyone moved to the
West Coast?) While Mike Jones ’63 rafted
Oregon’s Rogue River, Jean and Diane
strolled, lolled, laughed and caught up on
old times. Mike and Diane have a pied à
terre in Washington, D.C., “just up
Pennsylvania Avenue from the National
Gallery and the Mall” and with great
restaurants nearby. They invite any class-
mates who find themselves in the D.C. area
to contact them at dcjones7@optonline.net.

Still waiting for those humorous anec-
dotes. — D.S.K.

65Linda Haigh Tozier
31 Oxford Court
Pittsburgh, PA 15237
phone: 412-369-5770
email: toz31@yahoo.com

Yahoo! I received news from two new
sources. For more than 30 years, Paul
Fruchbom has been happily married and
living in Newport Beach, Calif., with
Norma, who is a native of Ecuador. They
have two married sons but no grandchil-
dren. Paul is the managing partner of two
real estate companies: KDF Communities
and CT/KDF Community Development
Partners. Paul and Norma travel several
months each year. He would love to hear
from his old Sammie brothers and other

Rock Star 

Like many retirees, Rick Groshong ’65 is quite the frequent flyer.
Ten to twelve times a year, the former geology professor and
author hops on a plane from northern Alabama, often bound for

far-off places. In recent years, he’s ventured to Saudi Arabia, Turkey,
and Egypt. He recently traveled to
Kuwait and will soon find himself in
Trinidad, London, and Geneva. 

But most of the time, he’s no
tourist. Instead, Groshong travels 
far and wide to teach oil and gas 
professionals about the subsurface
geological structure of oil fields.
“Just about every place where they
produce petroleum, I have been, or
somewhere near by,” he says. 

Groshong came to Bucknell from
northern Ohio, where he collected
and identified rocks and minerals, a
hobby he picked up from his grand-
father, a “rock hound.” Studying
geology at Bucknell, he developed
close relationships with Professors

Jack Allen and Dick Nickelsen, with whom he remains in touch. 
After earning graduate degrees at the University of Texas–Austin

and Brown University, Groshong taught for three years at Syracuse
University. He left for a research job in 1973 with Tulsa, Oklahoma–
based Cities Service Oil Company. He came to the job after reading
an ad that, he says, “sounded like they wrote it specifically for me.” 

“I had a background in real specific aspects of structural 
geology,” Groshong says. “I would guess, at the time, there might
have been no more than 10 people in the country with that back-
ground.” 

He worked at Cities Service Oil Company for 10 years while
beginning his teaching endeavors. Next, he took a professorship 
at the University of Alabama, where he remained for 20 years and 
is now professor emeritus. He’s also the author of 3-D Structural
Geology, one of the best-selling graduate-level geology texts 
published by Springer. 

Groshong and his wife, Katherine Hills Groshong ’65, an artist
and gallery owner, split their year between homes in Tuscaloosa, Ala.,
and Grand Lake, Colo. The Colorado home, located at the western
entrance to Rocky Mountain National Park, allows him to pursue his
love of the outdoors and all its geological structures. 

This year, the Geological Society of America honored him at its
annual meeting, holding an all-day session devoted to his accom-
plishments in studying the deformation of sedimentary rocks.
Colleagues and friends gathered at the event to praise his work and
present research on his favorite topics. 

Asked about the tribute, Groshong sounded a humble tone. “It
was a combination of feeling very honored and being very embar-
rassed.”  — Brian P. Watson ’01  
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The Bucknell Village
Saturday pre- and post-game tailgating 

with Antigone Rising.
Imagine a whole village of tents where you can find members of your

organization in one tent, faculty from your major in another, and 

teammates from your sport at yet another? Come and help us start this

wonderful new tradition.

At 3:30 p.m. all-female rock band Antigone Rising, with founding

members Cathy ’90 and Kristen Henderson ’92, will take center stage at 

the Bucknell Village.

COME HOME AGAIN
Outdoor Extravaganza 

Featuring 
Comedy Central Hit 

Jim Gaffigan
Come make s’mores with us around the

fire pits and enjoy the student musical

groups followed by our featured entertain-

ment, stand-up comedian Jim Gaffigan.

Gaffigan’s clever, quiet style has 

earned him an unprecedented number of

appearances on both CBS’s Late Show with

David Letterman and NBC’s Late Night

with Conan O’Brien. His recent one-hour

Comedy Central Special, CD, and DVD,

all titled Beyond the Pale, have catapulted

Gaffigan to one of the most popular 

touring and recorded comedians in the

country today.

Look for your invitation to arrive in August
Registration information will be included 

Homecoming Weekend 2007  •   October 19–21

*** Capitol Steps ***
A Weis Center Series Event

Saturday, Oct. 20, 8 p.m. •  Reserved Seat Tickets: $25

Available on Sept. 4 from the Campus Box Office

Online at www.bucknell.edu/Boxoffice or call 570-577-1000

From the people who put the “mock” in democracy, a musical cabaret that pokes

fun and a lot of other stuff at politics, America, the world. www.capsteps.com

www.bucknell.edu/homecoming
Office of Alumni Relations 570-577-3223

*
*
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though this coming year will bring a lot of
changes and possibly some stress (what
with wedding planning, buying a condo,
and Shawn opening a business), we’re both
really excited. Also, I want to say extend
some belated congrats to some of my fresh-
man year hall mates from Larison 3: to
Helen Shen, who also got engaged this
winter; to Lee Baumes Shoemaker and
her husband, Jared, on the birth of their
baby girl, Claire, last year; and also to
Leilani Shughart Reeder and her hus-
band, Tim, on their son, Eli. As always, I’d
love to hear what my fellow alumni are up
to. Feel free to email me at gannis@
alum.bucknell.edu.” — P.N.J.

From Kristen Barton Eyler: “After a
wonderful wedding weekend with many
Bucknellians last fall, Ethan and I moved
from D.C. to San Francisco. We are so
happy to be out on the West Coast in such
a beautiful city. Ethan is working for
Tencent, a Chinese tech company as a
product marketing manager. I am working
for Williams Sonoma Inc. as an associate
buyer for Pottery Barn Teen. We would
love any and all Bucknell friends to come
and visit us. We can be reached at EEyler@
gmail.com and KristenEyler@gmail.com.
We’re also excited to announce that Nate
Lord has become engaged to Jessica
Rowley, a 2005 Pitzer College grad. They
are living in San Francisco and planning a
summer 2008 wedding in Oregon.”

04Jakita Price
3336 Brandywine St.
Philadelphia, PA 19104
email: j_robyn_price@alum.bucknell.edu

Francesca Cristofaro and Brian Williams
were engaged on Dec. 2. They met as fresh-
men. She graduated from Columbia
University in May 2006 with a master’s in
conservation biology and is a teaching fel-
low at the Wildlife Conservation Society’s
Bronx Zoo and an instructor for a
WildMetro program at the 92nd Street Y.
He works as a software engineer in
Stamford, Conn. They plan to wed on Aug.
30, 2008, in Connecticut.

Kathy Schnure traveled to Arusha-
Moshi, Tanzania in March for AIDS Walk
2007, a five-day walk organized by the
Elizabeth Glaser Pediatric AIDS Foundation.

From Erin Fink: “After living and
working in Durham, N.C., for the past two
years, I moved to Tallahassee, Fla., in
August to begin a five-year doctoral pro-
gram in clinical psychology at Florida State,
where I research eating disorders. While it
was difficult to leave my sister, Lisa Fink
Povsic ’93, and many close friends in
Durham, I have been thoroughly enjoying
the lack of winter, manatees (which you
really do see in the river), and close prox-
imity to the Gulf. I also received a wonder-
ful Valentine’s Day gift when my boyfriend,
Josh, moved from Durham to join me in
Tallahassee. When not at class or work,
we’ve been having a great time exploring
the many beautiful beaches nearby.”

From Shannon Schissler: “I graduat-
ed from the University of Miami in Coral
Gables, Fla., in May 2006, with a master’s
degree in international administration with
a focus on Russia and Eastern Europe.
While acquiring my degree, I spent seven
months studying international relations and
interning for a human rights organization
in St. Petersburg, Russia. On June 21, 2006,
I left for Honduras to serve as municipal
development volunteer for the Peace Corps.
If anyone wants to get in touch with me
my local address is Shannon Schissler,
apartado postal 1797, Santa Rosa de Copan,
Honduras — or my email: sschissler25@
hotmail.com.”

Lacy Gonzalez earned her master’s in
educational theatre at NYU Steinhardt
School of Education in 2006. She is an
English teacher at Liberty High School in
Bethlehem, Pa. She is engaged to be mar-
ried to Michael Brown on July 15.

05Michelle Dombeck
2801 Summit St., Apt. 352
Oakland, CA 94609
email: michelle.dombeck@gmail.com

After moving to the San Francisco Bay
Area in California at the end of 2006, I’m
finally getting settled. If any of you are ever
in San Francisco, shoot me an email or
write me — I’d love to see you!

Aaron Young received a Freeman
Foundation Scholarship to study Han eth-
nic relations in Yunnan Province, China
and northern Vietnam through a University
of Pittsburgh program. “The traveling study
group will explore the Chinese and
Vietnamese countrysides and the cities of
Kunming and Hanoi this May,” he writes.
“I am also planning to study through an
exchange program with Konkuk University
in Seoul, Korea later this summer.”

Just like in the last column, lots of you
are writing in to share your engagements.
Congratulations to you all, and keep those
wedding bell announcements coming. Read
on:

John Bednarz, who is in his second
year at Syracuse University College of Law,
is engaged to Amy Glasrud, a 2005 gradu-
ate of Iowa State University (who is also a
second-year student at Syracuse University
College of Law). The two will be married
on Aug. 30, 2008, in Kansas City, Mo., her
hometown.

Kristin McDonnell wrote in to say
that Kelly Colgan and Brad Van
Schooneveld became engaged March 24
in Love Park in Philadelphia. They are
planning a fall 2008 wedding.

Tom Cosgrove and Christine Denny
’06 live in San Diego, Calif., and are
engaged to be married on July 12, 2008. He
is a strategic accounts analyst for Cardinal
Health–Alaris Products, and she is training
to become a nurse. They wish all of their
friends back on the East Coast well and
promise they will be back to visit soon.

Matt Ellis and Allison Pearsall ’06
got engaged Jan. 26 at Bucknell — Matt
proposed to Allison in the same spot where
he met her exactly four years before. Sarah
Segal ’06 and Pat Ciccotto were on hand
for the engagement. The couple will be get-
ting married July 28, 2007, in Rooke
Chapel. — M.D.

Ted Schroeder is at Jefferson Medical
School in Philadelphia and is being named
in a paper published in an acclaimed med-
ical journal this summer for his research
assistance. He is also attending a conference
for this research.

Jessamyn Katz was promoted to
senior associate at the international execu-
tive search firm Heyman Associates.

06Julia Sargeaunt
julia.sargeaunt@gmail.com

From Erica Augustenborg: “Lauren
Reed and Jennifer Gibbons traveled on
vacation with me to Argentina. We enjoyed
touring Buenos Aires and trekking on the
glacier in El Calafate. We took amazing pic-
tures and it was definitely a once-in-a-life-
time opportunity. Lauren and I also meet
up frequently with Katie Walter who is in
New Jersey.”

In Memoriam

27 Bertram Haines, Palm Beach
Gardens, on Nov. 9. He was a mem-

ber of Kappa Delta Rho. He was a mechani-
cal engineer by profession, employed by
Philco Corporation for 34 years. He was
past commander of Flotilla 51 in the Coast
Guard Auxiliary and a member of the Palm
Beach Power Squadron. He is survived by
his wife, Ruth, two sons, four grandchil-
dren, a great-grandson and his sister

28Jason White, Harrisburg, Pa., on
Feb. 3. He received his master’s

degree from the University of Michigan in
1932, and was a teacher at Muhlenberg
Township High School, from 1928–57. He is
survived by a daughter, a step-daughter,
seven grandchildren, two step-grandchil-
dren, nine great-grandchildren and two
step-great-grandchildren. 

30Edward Hoffman, Newville, Pa. on
April 28. He was a member of Phi

Kappa Psi and band. He was a WWII veter-
an with service in the Army Medical
Administrative Corps. He rose to the rank
of major, and was assigned to the
International Division of the Office of the
Surgeon General, which supplied medical
supplies to the beneficiary nations under
the Lend-Lease Program. He held positions
in hospital administration and personnel
services as a long-time resident of

Washington, D.C., where he also worked
for Golden Commissary in Georgetown. He
was preceded in death by his wife, Eleanor
and two sisters.

31Ethel Booth Dayton, Harlingen,
Texas, on Nov. 30, 2006. She was a

member of Delta Zeta and Sigma Tau Delta.

34Virginia Shupe Ihrig, Pittsburgh,
Pa., on Dec 9. She was preceded 

in death by her sister, Charlotte Shupe
Marshall ’36. She is survived by two chil-
dren, including Phyllis Ihrig Supple ’61,
six grandchildren and five great-grandchil-
dren.

Eleanor Wermouth Hamsher, Drexel
Hill, Md., on April 4. She was preceded in
death by her husband, Carl, and her first
husband, Stokes Henry. She is survived by
her two sons, five grandchildren and a
great-grandchild.

Promoting Peace in the Balkans

Bucknell changed the life of Abbey Radis ’06 — and now she is
helping change the world. The 23-year-old, who graduated last
spring from Bucknell with a B.A. in international relations and

French, spent the last year as assistant to the U.K. Chair of the
Balkans Peace Park Project (BPPP).
The BPPP is seeking to create a pro-
tected area encompassing sections
of the borders of Albania, Kosovo,
and Montenegro. According to Radis,
the initiative has several goals: to
promote communication between
nations torn by war and fiscal strife,
to save from environmental destruc-
tion a region of great wild beauty,
and to help bring, though sustainable
development, economic stability to
residents. It is, she adds, “a wonder-
ful, very optimistic set of goals.”

Her dedication to the cause has
taken Radis around the globe. She
has presented on behalf of the BPPP
at conferences in Canada, attended

meetings in Montenegro, and assisted at the BPPP headquarters in
England. In April, Radis returned to Bucknell, where she spoke about
the BPPP to friends, former professors, and others interested in the
initiative. It was “a thrilling experience,” she says, perhaps made all
the more so because it is through the university that Radis came to
be involved with the BPPP.

As a first-year student from Boulder, Colo., Radis expected to
eventually enter the medical field. She worked at the campus health
center, but found a different prospective during her stint in the
Social Justice Residential College. “It was living in an environment
that nurtures activism, with people educating themselves about
world issues, that led to my interest in international relations,” she
explains. She was also active in the Environmental Club and helped
found the Inter-Group Dialogue Program, grappling with concerns that
would resurface in her work with the BPPP. During her junior year
abroad, she became familiar with the BPPP through internships at
Geneva’s World Conservation Union and the International Institute of
Sustainable Development. A gangbusters senior thesis about the
Peace Park Project led to her position with the BPPP.

Now living in D.C. and working for the Moroccan American
Center, a lobbyist group, Radis still devotes plenty of time to the
Peace Park Project. This fall, she will present her thesis at the
International Peace Park Conference in Canada, and she hopes to
establish a U.S. BPPP nonprofit. Currently considering law school,
Radis acknowledges that wherever she goes, she brings her passion
for the Peace Park with her. “Once you get involved, and you meet
the people living there who feel so strongly about it … it’s connected
to me now.”  — Jill Gleeson

                                                                                            



A second memorable experience occurred when I
was preparing for class on a day that Tom was not
scheduled to visit campus. I thought the students might
find it interesting if I complemented my solo lecture
with Tom’s videotaped “e-perspective” of the day’s topic,
but I didn’t have any video.

Then I had another idea. Was it now possible, in this
flat world, to turn on my computer and use this Internet
thing called YouTube to find streaming Tom Friedman
videos? My YouTube search did locate Tom Friedman
video clips. Someone (codename “sgbnyc”) had posted
a video of Tom from Tim Russert’s NBC program, Meet
the Press. A second clip showed Tom with Katie Couric
from her inaugural CBS News broadcast. But while this
new technology was pretty cool, these clips were from
television programs that today’s college students would
find fairly “old school” (Globalization 2.0). 

I kept Googling. I found a clip of Tom Friedman 
on The Daily Show with Jon Stewart and then a video in
which Tom is parodied in a Saturday Night Live skit,
“The Barry Gibb Talk Show.” Wow. To a set of college
students in today’s flat world, YouTube clips of Tom
Friedman via Jon Stewart + SNL = globalization
celebrity indeed. So how does one become a globaliza-
tion celebrity? My course with Tom Friedman produced
at least one other learning experience that shed a little
light on this question. On the first meeting of each
course I teach, I distribute a student questionnaire. 
One question I always ask is “Why are you taking this
course?” The normal set of ho-hum responses include
“The course doesn’t meet too early in the morning,” “It
satisfies a requirement for my major,” etc.

In my course with Friedman, one frequent response
was completely unexpected. Each read, almost word-
for-word, “My grandmother told me to take the course.
She is a huge fan of Tom Friedman.” 

The implication? Even in this information age, a
necessary condition for becoming a globalization
celebrity is the ability to explain the changing world in
a language people other than business CEOs and heads
of state can understand. As with all important things,
you have to make sense to Grandma. Even if that is
very Globalization 1.0. 

Chad P. Bown ’94 is an associate professor in the Department
of Economics and International Business School at Brandeis
University in Waltham, Mass., and a Fellow at the Brookings
Institution in Washington, D.C.
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World’s End 

C H A D  P.  B O W N  ’ 9 4

W
hen I began studying economics
at Bucknell in 1990, “globalization” was
not yet a buzzword. No one had heard of
globalization, let alone anti-globalization.

There was no World Trade Organization or street protests
in Seattle. No NAFTA or Ross Perot’s “giant sucking
sound.” Wal-Mart wasn’t even big enough to be a target.
And, there certainly wasn’t anyone who could be
described as a globalization celebrity. 

Today, I teach my own college students about the
economics of globalization. The public discourse barrages
us through the media with such topics: China. India.
Outsourcing. Child labor. Free trade. Fair trade.
Sweatshops. Immigration. Oil. Global warming …

Last semester, the provost at my university presented
me with a new challenge — to develop and co-teach 
a course on globalization with a man known to many
as Mr. Globalization, Thomas L. Friedman, Pulitzer 
Prize–winning New York Times columnist and author of
award-winning books on globalization, such as The
Lexus and the Olive Tree and The World Is Flat. I quickly
discovered that in this new age of Globalization 3.0, as
he refers to it, Tom Friedman is a globalization celebrity.

With no idea of what co-teaching a course about
globalization with a globalization celebrity would entail,
I agreed to the assignment straightaway. I anticipated
unique experiences, and I was not disappointed.

One of my favorite experiences occurred even
before the semester started. Sitting in my campus office,
I received a telephone call from one of the hundreds 
of students seeking entry into the course. As it turned
out, this particular student had not satisfied the course
prerequisites and thus could not enroll. His response
when I conveyed the bad news? “If you can’t help me,
can I please speak to your manager?” he asked, as if I
were one of Friedman’s call-center operators speaking
from the other end of a fiberoptic cable in Bangalore,
India. I wondered what would a call-center operator
do? Request his mother’s maiden name to verify his
identity? Keep him on hold for no good reason?

Grandma and
Globalization

Thomas L. Friedman and Chad P. Bown at Brandeis University, 
September 2006.
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