Maintaining your F-1 Immigration Status


In order to maintain your F-1 Student Status here are the guidelines you need to follow:

· What does it mean to maintain your student status?  You must always be enrolled full-time at Bucknell.  Undergraduates = total of 7 courses for first academic year. Graduate students= 2 courses per semester.  At Bucknell you cannot take an extra semester to finish.

· Undergraduate students – In some cases you may be pursuing a 5-year program.  Your I-20 must indicate this. In the course of your study here, you may have a credit deficiency.  This must be documented in your file.

· Graduate students – In some cases you may be enrolled in one course and working on your thesis.

· If for any reason you are enrolled less than full-time you must see me to document this in your file.  If you drop below full-time enrollment you will be out-of-status with immigration and I will need to help you become reinstated.  This will cost money and you will not be able to work until your status as been reinstated.

· Do not work illegally.  You are permitted to work 20 hours on-campus while school is in session and you can work 40 hours on-campus during campus breaks and summer session.  To work on-campus you must be in lawful F-1 status and have a social security number.  If you are planning to work, you must be added to our payroll. Go to the Payroll Office on the 2nd floor of Marts Hall.  Bring your social security number, immigration documents and bank information.  They are open between 8:30-4:30pm M-F.  You will be paid by direct deposit, which means your salary will be put directly in your bank account. 

· You must be enrolled for nine months before working off-campus. Off-campus employment must be applied for and authorized by the DHS.  The employment is only for 12 months.  In most cases, students use their 12 months after they graduate from Bucknell.  

· To maintain your status you must keep your passport valid six months into the future.   Please be aware of when your passport is expiring and keep it up to date.  While you can do this in the US through your embassy, it is suggested that you do this at home.
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