Understanding SEVIS 

· Student Exchange Visitor Information System (SEVIS) is an internet-based system which provides the US government, educational institutions and exchange programs an automated means to exchange timely information about foreign students, exchange student visitors, and their dependents.

· Regulations require Bucknell to collect and report information on foreign students to DHS.  The data that must be reported includes:
· A student’s enrollment at the school;

· The start date of the student’s next term or session;

· A student’s failure to enroll;

· A student dropping below a full course of study without prior authorization;

· Any other failure to maintain status or complete the program;

· A change of the student’s or dependents legal names or address;

· Any disciplinary action taken by the school against the student as a result of the student being convicted of a crime; and

· A student’s graduation prior to the program end date listed on the form.

· Students must update SEVIS anytime their address changes.  They can do this by accessing the SEVIS website and using form AR-11.  Updates must occur within ten days of securing a new place to live.  Address changes only need to be updated when living off-campus.

· On March 1, 2003, the immigration functions of the Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) were transferred to three new bureaus within the Department of Homeland Security (DHS).
· -BCIS.  The Bureau of Citizenship and Immigration Services is responsible for most of the application and petition adjudication that was done by INS.

· -BICE.  The Bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforcement is responsible for immigration investigations, detention, removal, intelligence, and SEVIS.

· -BCBP.  The Bureau of Customs and Border Protection is responsible for immigration inspections at U.S. ports of entry, for the Border Patrol, and for the Customs Service.
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