Understanding your Immigration Documents – F-1
· Passport – Must be maintained 6 months into the future.

· F-1 Visa – The visa is to gain entrance in to the United States.  The F-1 visa can expire.  A student doesn’t need to leave to get a new visa.  They can continue to study with an expired visa.  It is only if they choose to travel outside the US that they will need a new visa to re-enter.

· Form I-94 (D/S) notation – The I-94 is often times overlooked by students as not that important of a document.  It must be stapled to the passport.  The I-94 card is what proves that they are in lawful F-1 status.  The D/S is the correct notation made at the port of entry if the student has all the proper documents.  It indicates that they are in good standing through their Duration of their Status, which is student status.  If an I-94 card has a date on it, the card is only good through the end of that date.

· Form I-20 – This form should also have the D/S F-1 notation if used for entry.  The I-20 will need to be signed by the DSO each time before a student travels outside the United States.  An endorsed I-20 (signed I-20) and a valid passport and F-1 visa, will allow a student to re-enter the United States.
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