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COURSE DESCRIPTION
Welcome to International Politics.  Since the early 1990s, we have witnessed some extraordinary changes in world politics: the collapse of the Soviet Union; the liberation of Eastern Europe; the emergence of new sovereign states; the  proliferation of ethnic warfare; the birth of new democracies; greater economic integration (EU & NAFTA); nuclear proliferation; UN resurgence; 9/11 terrorist attacks; and the war on terror.  These events have changed the world we have known for the past 50 years and led many analysts to speak of a new world order in which the United States is the leading power.  

A major challenge for scholars and students is to figure out how to make sense of developments in world politics.  This course is structured to provide a mixture of ​theory, history, and analysis of contem​porary issues.  The goal is to provide students with the necessary tools to interpret world politics more easily.  The theoretical framework provided throughout the course will serve as a foundation for explaining international events.  History and contemporary events are useful in illustrating some of the theories and concepts used in this field of study. 

Throughout the semester, the student will be introduced to the fundamental concepts, theories, issues, and actors in international politics.  Major topics include: Cold War era; rise and fall of states; changing distribution of power; fall of the USSR; foreign policy; national interest; decision-making processes; power; war; nuclear weapons and strategies; international law; international organizations; international politi​cal economy (the North-South debate); spread of democracy; peace; and current social and environmental problems.  The course also will highlight the issue of weapons of mass destruction.
The material is divided into three major sections with subtopics in each section.  Part I provides an introduction to models of decision making and different levels of analysis.  This section contains the theoretical framework to be used throughout the course.  The emphasis in Part II is on the realist paradigm (power politics).  We examine many issues related to security and conflict.  The last section analyzes a variety of topics related to the liberal paradigm.  The focus here is on cooperation in the international system.        

At the end of the semester students will have the necessary skills to better apprecia​te and understand ​world politics.  This course also prepares students for more ad​vanced study in international politics.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Assigned readings should be completed before each class session.  Students are strongly encouraged to read a major daily newspaper or weekly news magazines.  Class participation is also important.  The class setting offers an opportunity to test your understanding of the text, offer your opinion, or challenge others in a safe, non-punitive environment.

Your final grade for this course will be based on the plan you select from below: 

PLAN 1
PLAN 2

Exam 1 

(25%) 



Exam 1 

(30%)

Exam 2 

(25%)



Exam 2

(30%)

Exam 3 

(25%)



Exam 3

(30%)

Short Paper 

(15%)



Class Participation
(10%)

Class Participation
 (10%)





Short Paper 
Under Plan 1, a student is required to write a short paper (6-7 pages in length).  The objective of the paper is to choose a contemporary international issue or problem and analyze it using the knowledge you acquire in this course.  Examples of such issues include, but are not limited to, human rights, world hunger, nuclear proliferation, ethnic conflict, war, security, the environment, terrorism, regional integration, economic crises, the United Nations, United States, China, Japan, Russia, Middle East, etc.  The research should be based on your daily or weekly readings of newspapers and/or magazines throughout the semester.  

The paper should i) describe and analyze the problem/issue, ii) examine the major actors involved, iii) discuss developments or efforts made toward the resolution of the issue, and iv) analyze how the issue relates to major themes or theories of international politics.  The paper should be typed, double spaced, and have one inch margins.  Citations should be included when necessary.  The paper should demonstrate that you have been following the developments about your topic throughout the semester.  Finally, the writing should be concise, readable, and well-edited. Papers are due on the last day of class.   

REQUIRED TEXTS

The following books are available for purchase in the bookstore:

1. Bruce Russett, Harvey Starr, and David Kinsella, World Politics: The Menu for Choice, 2005. 

2. . Robert Art and Robert Jervis, eds., International Politics: Enduring Concepts and Contemporary Issues, 8th ed., 2006.

3. Frank Barnaby, How to Build a Nuclear Bomb, 2004. 


COURSE OUTLINE

I. DECISION MAKING MODELS/THREE LEVELS OF ANALYSIS
WEEK 1




6/11
Three Levels of Analysis; Theory and Reality


Russett, Starr and Kinsella, Chapter 1 and pp. 32-49

A. SYSTEM LEVEL

6/12
Emergence of the Modern State System


Russett, Starr, & Kinsella, Chapter 3


6/14
Conflict/War within States: Causes 


Russett, Starr, & Kinsella, pp. 216-230


Rotberg, “Failed States, Collapsed States, Weak States: Causes and 

Indicators” (in Art & Jervis)


6/15
World System: Structure and Polarity; Cold War

Russett, Starr, & Kinsella, Chapter 4



WEEK 2
B. STATE LEVEL

6/18
Domestic Factors and Foreign Policy


Russett, Starr, & Kinsella, Chapter 6
C. INDIVIDUAL LEVEL

6/19
Individuals and World Politics

Russett, Starr, & Kinsella, Chapter 7
6/21
EXAM 1
II. REALISM  
6/22
Approaches to World Politics: Realism


Russett, Starr,& Kinsella, pp. 27-32 


Morgenthau, “Six Principles of Political Realism” (in Art & Jervis)


Waltz, “The Anarchic Structure of World Politics” (in Art & Jervis)


Mearsheimer, “Anarchy and the Struggle for Power” (in Art & Jervis)


WEEK 3

6/25
Relations between States: Power and Influence


Russett, Starr, & Kinsella, Chapter 5


Art, “The Four Functions of Force” (in Art & Jervis)

6/26
Interstate War


Russett, Starr, & Kinsella, pp. 195-212


Hoffman, “What Is Terrorism?” (in Art & Jervis)

 
Zakaria, “Why Do They Hate Us?” (in Art & Jervis)


Jervis, “Explaining the Bush Doctrine” (in Art & Jervis)

6/28
Arms Races 


Russett, Starr, & Kinsella, pp. 230-254


Russett, Starr, & Kinsella, pp. 355-376

Walt, “Alliances: Balancing and Bandwagoning” (in Art & Jervis)

6/29
Weapons of Mass Destruction 

Russett, Starr, & Kinsella, pp. 255-260


Barnaby, pp. 13-64




WEEK 4
7/2
Weapons of Mass Destruction and the State 

Barnaby, pp. 65-104
7/3
Weapons of Mass Destruction and Terrorism


Barnaby, pp. 105-169 

7/5
EXAM 2
III. LIBERALISM
7/6
Approaches to World Politics: Liberalism


Russett, Starr, & Kinsella, Chapter 11


Keohane, “International Institutions: Can Interdependence Work?” (in Art &



Jervis)


Doyle, “Kant, Liberal Legacies, and Foreign Affairs” (in Art & Jervis)



WEEK 5
7/9
Economic Interdependence


Russett, Starr, & Kinsella, Chapter 13


Gilpin, “The Nature of Political Economy” (in Art & Jervis)

7/10
Development and Underdevelopment: North-South Gap


Russett, Starr, & Kinsella, Chapter 15


Scott, “The Great Divide in the Global Village” (in Art & Jervis)
7/12
Social and Environmental Issues


Russett, Starr, & Kinsella, Chapter 16


Hardin, “The Tragedy of the Commons” (in Art & Jervis)
7/13
Global warming 


Browne, “Beyond Kyoto” (in Art & Jervis)


Additional Readings TBA



WEEK 6

7/16
Arms Control


Russett, Starr, & Kinsella, pp. 260-268


Jervis, “Offense, Defense, and the Security Dilemma” (in Art & Jervis)
7/17
International Law


Russett, Starr, & Kinsella, pp. 268-294


Hoffman, “The Uses and Limits of International Law” (in Art & Jervis)


Howard & Donnelly, “Human Rights in World Politics” (in Art & Jervis)

7/19
International Organizations/The United Nations


Russett, Starr, & Kinsella, pp. 294-308


Roberts, “The United Nations and International Security” (in Art & Jervis)
  

7/20
EXAM 3
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