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 For most of the 2009-2010 school 
year, four Bucknell Civil and Environmental 
engineering seniors have been working on the 
design of a potential drinking water system for 
a small, rainforest 
village called Tu-
maipa, located in the 
South American 
country of Suriname.  
Alesandra Agresti, 
Jon Campbell-Copp, 
Scott Teagarden, 
and John Trimmer, 
along with Profes-
sors Kevin Gilmore 
and Mike Toole, 
have been in contact 
with Laura Roberts, 
a Bucknell graduate 
and current Peace 
Corps volunteer liv-
ing in Tumaipa, who 
came up with the 
initial idea for this 
project.  Today, the residents of Tumaipa col-
lect most of their drinking water from two 
nearby creeks, but these creeks contain poten-
tially harmful bacteria that can cause signifi-
cant health problems.  The goal of the project, 
then, is to create a sustainable and safe 
source of drinking water for the villagers. 
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Projects for Peace  

 In January of this year, the group 
had the opportunity to visit Tumaipa.  While 
there, they collected data from the various 
water sources, discussed possible solutions 

with Laura Rob-
erts and the resi-
dents, and ex-
perienced the 
unique culture of 
the village.  From 
the information 
that could be 
gathered on this 
trip, the group 
concluded that a 
two-part system 
would best meet 
the drinking water 
needs of the 
community.  This 
system would 
involve rainwater 
collection from a 
large pavilion in 

Tumaipa and using a solar pump to transport 
nearby river water to a sand filter, where it 
would be treated and then distributed to taps 
in the community.  The group applied for a 
Davis Projects for Peace grant that would 
allow them to return over the summer and 
construct the rainwater collection phase of 
the project, and their application was se-

mailto:rq001@bucknell.edu
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Thank you & Congratulations to Rajaa 
Qadri ó10  

the newsletter and has worked 

independently to keep it moving 

forward and developing.  

 During a summer in-

ternship, Rajaa honed her 

graphic design and layout skills 

and immediately im-

proved the newsletter 

substantially when she 

returned to campus. 

We enjoy having her in 

the office and value her 

perspective very much.  

We will miss her and 

hope she knows that 

her legacy as founding 

Bison Spectrum editor 

will continue long after 

she graduates.   

Thanks, Rajaa! 

-Paula Myers,  Assis-

tant Dean of Students  

 Rajaa Qadri, ó10 de-

signed and coordinated Bison 

Spectrum, our first Interna-

tional Student Services 

and Multicultural Student 

Services newsletter, which 

has been a welcome addi-

tion to the Center and the 

greater Bucknell commu-

nity.  Through her lead-

ership, the newsletter was 

established and we began 

covering people, events 

and programs done by our 

offices and associated stu-

dent groups and depart-

ments.  

  She has been 

extremely diligent about 

including many voices in 

colorful handmade origami bowl, 

courtesy to the Japan Society. 

 As  the President of 

SAAB, I would like to thank many 

members of the Bucknell com-

munity, including BSG, Parkhurst 

Dining, Catering Services, the 

members of SAAB, KCA, Japan 

Society, Burmese Cultural Asso-

ciation and South Asian Stu-

dents Alliance for their continued 

support in making the event pos-

sible. Please join us again for 

next yearôs Asian Gala! 

first-ever fashion show and 

chopstick contest. The fashion 

show choreographed by Tram 

Nguyen ó13, which displayed 

cultural clothing from nearly 

ten countries, was a great suc-

cess, providing a bit more edu-

cational touch to the event. 

The chopstick contest, on the 

other hand, provided a friendly 

challenge for the guests as 

they competed with each other 

on how many m&ms they were 

able to pick up in two minutes 

time. The winner, not surpris-

ingly an Asian, brought back a 

 On April 3rd, the Stu-

dents for Asian Awareness at 

Bucknell, commonly known 

as SAAB, hosted their annual 

Asian Gala, a night of food 

and entertainment from multi-

ple Asian countries.  Although 

the event was on Easter 

weekend, there was much 

success as tickets were sold-

out and doors to the event 

had to be closed to ensure 

that enough food was avail-

able for all guests.  

 The event had two 

new twists this year with its 
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lected as one of the projects 
that would receive funding.  The 
students are currently planning 
to travel to Suriname in June. 

 Moving forward, the 
students and professors are in 
the process of deciding the best 
way to keep this project going 

into next year.  Much more work 
is still needed to complete the 
projectôs second phase.  This 
work could involve searching for 
future partners in Suriname, as 
well as adjusting and complet-
ing the systemôs design by 
studying additional data cur-
rently being collected by Peace 

Corps volunteers, which will 
help to ensure that the system 
will be the most appropriate 
one for this context.  If stu-
dents, faculty, or staff are inter-
ested in becoming involved, 
please feel free to contact any 
of the students and professors 
listed above. 



I was once told ñIt takes a village to raise a child.ò This is 

something that has not resonated with me until today. As I look 

back at my four years at Bucknell, I see people who think 

highly of us no matter how we perceive ourselves.  I see 

professors who are not blood relatives but are apart of our 

Bucknell family and have impacted our lives in ways we never 

imagined. Most Importantly I see my fellow classmates who 

were strangers just four falls ago ï people who we will forever 

be connected to by our experiences here at Bucknell. As I look 

back on my experience I see clearly that our most significant 

tie to this institution are the relationships we have built with 

each other. These relationships range from confidants to 

acquaintances day at Bucknell.  These people, and especially 

the close friends will be what we take from Bucknell. We will 

take those experience of late nights studying in the library, 

wonderful movie nights seeing how many Bucknellians you 

can fit in a Schwartz double, or countless nights in 7th Street 

café. All these experience are so warm and fuzzy because of 

those people who were around us. We will also take the 

wonderful knowledge bestowed by our professors, we will 

remember how our parents supported us here, and we will 

covet our wonderful experiences here with each other. 

òTo catch the reader's attention, place an interesting sentence or quote from the story here.ó 

B I S O N  S P E C T R U M  P A G E  3  

B Y ,   L A N G S T O N  T I N G L I N G - C L E M M O N S  ô 1 0 

 

 

  

From Cultural Center Staffé. 

Please keep the Vedder Cultural Lounge in mind for a unique place to 
hold your weekly office staff meetings, club meetings, or just a quiet 

place to study.  
In order to reserve the space, you may contact the Event Management 

Office to schedule your meeting or luncheon.    You can also reserve it by 
logging in to mybucknell,  click on Schedule an Event and fill out the 
form. If the space is available, we'd love to have you join the many or-

ganizations that have already made use of our wonderful lounge.   

Senior Reflections  



International Student Services || Multicultural Student Services 
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