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SO 428 Race, Citizenship and Human Rights

Spring, 2009

Linden Lewis

Coleman RM # 212

Office:  Tuesdays – 1:00 - 2:00 p.m.

  Thursdays – 11:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m. or by appointment

Course Objectives:

This course is intended to encapsulate students’ academic experiences at Bucknell in a variety of social science disciplines.  Its principal orientation will be sociological, but it will appropriate other theoretical approaches from International Relations, Cultural Studies, Women’s Studies and Postcolonial Studies.  The idea is to bring students into the ongoing discourses on the burning issues of race, citizenship and human rights as the play themselves out in a world characterized by neoliberalism, poverty, the fear of terrorism, the assertion of ethnic, racial and national identities, and an all-encompassing process of economic globalization.  The course also seeks to examine some of the current controversies of race, citizenship, and the emerging significance of the application of human rights principles and practices in relation to these issues. The course is also designed to investigate specific case studies of human rights issues, challenges and violations in various societies.  Students will be expected to select a human rights issue, such as child labor violation, ethnic cleansing, human trafficking, repealing the death penalty, gay marriage, decriminalizing sodomy laws in certain parts of the world, refugee rights etc., and to make a extended class presentation of the their findings on one or more of these topics.   The ultimate goal of this course is to be able to have students fully conversant with the nuances of these issues by the end of the semester. 

Course Requirement

 A final grade in this course will be based on two research papers of 10 pages each, and a class presentation of about 30-45 minutes in duration.  Class presentations will be done in groups of two students, and one group of three.  A hard copy of the presentation must be turned in immediately following the presentation in order to complete this assignment.  The research papers will be due on the following dates:  

First written assignment - February 19.

Second written assignment – March 26.

Class presentations begin from April 2.
Policy on Submission of Written Assignments 

Each written assignment will be worth 30% of the final grade. Papers must be handed in by the end of the class period on the due date.  Papers should only be left in the main office, in the container next to my office door, or pushed under the office door, if they are being submitted before the day on which they are due.  Papers submitted after class time will be considered late.  Failure to turn in the written assignment on the due date noted above, will result in an automatic down-grading of the paper by half a grade point for each day

subsequent to the date on which it is due.  Late submission of papers will only be considered without penalty when accompanied by a written statement from a doctor or other relevant care provider, or if proof of an emergency could be verified.  Printing difficulties and related computer problems will not be considered acceptable excuses given the advanced notice of the due date of required papers.  Class presentation will account for 40% of the final grade.  The hard copy of the class presentation must be handed in immediately following the oral assignment.
Policy on Absenteeism:

Students missing more than two consecutive classes at a time will be expected to provide some credible explanation for their lack of attendance or be directed to explain their absences to the Dean.

Cell phone etiquette:

Students are asked to deactivate all cell phone signals before entering the classroom.  Ringing cell phones during class time is a serious source of distraction.  Cell phones should remain off for the duration of the class.  If there is an extenuating circumstance that requires that your cell phone be left on during a class, you must obtain permission prior to the class from me to leave the phone on vibrate.  Cell phones should not be visible during exams.

Required Reading:

Brysk, Alison and Gershon Shafir (Editors). 2004.  People Out of Place: Globalization, Human Rights, and the Citizenship Gap.  New York and London: Routledge,

Hattery, Angela j., David G. Embrick and Earl Smith (Editors). 2008.  Race, Human Rights, and Inequality: Globalization and America.  Lanham and United Kingdom: Roman & Littlefield Publishers, Inc.

Hollenback, David (Editor) 2008.  Refugee Rights: Ethics, Advocacy, and Africa.  Washington, D.C: Georgetown University Press.

January 15 – Course expectations and an introduction to the course.  “The New Global World: America’s World and the World’s America,” and “Look, a Negro”: Reflections on the Human Rights Approach to Racial Equality” by Eduardo Bonilla-Silva – Chapters 1&2 in Globalization and America, pp. vii - 21. 

January 20-22 –Race and Reparations
“Jim Crow and the Case for Reparations: Lessons from the African Diaspora” by Ruth Thompson-Miller and Joe Feagin, and “Bringing Down the House: Reparations, Universal Morality, Human Rights, and Social Justice” by James Thomas and David Brunsma – Chapters 4&5 in Globalization and America, pp. 47- 81. 

January 27-29 – Racial Postures and Structures

‘The peculiar dilemma of whiteness,’* by Joel Olson, in The Abolition of White Democracy, pp. 65-93.  ‘Uh-Obama: Racism, White Voters, and the Myth of Color-Blindness’* and ‘What kind of Card is the Race Card,’* by Tim Wise, in Speaking Treason Fluently: Anti-racist Reflections from an Angry White Male, pp. 15-36.

February 3-5 – Global Justice and Human Rights

“A Message in a bottle: On bearing witness,”* by Fuyuki Kurasawa in The Work of Global Justice, pp. 23-55.  “The legitimacy of human rights,”* by Seyla Benhabib, in Daedalus: Journal of the American Academy of Arts & Sciences, 2008.

February 10-12 – Matters of Immigration

“Immigrant Rights as Human Rights” by Tanya Golash-Baza and Douglas Parker and “Border Sexual Conquest: A Framework for Gendered and Racial Sexual Violence” – Chapters 7&11 in Globalization and America, pp. (107-126), (187-198).  ‘The Immigrant,’* by Albert Memmi in Decolonization and the Decolonized, pp. 73-115.
February 17-19 – Citizenship and Human Rights 

“Introduction: Globalization and the Citizenship Gap” by Alison Brysk and Gershon Safir, and “Citizenship and Human Rights in an Era of Globalization” by Gershon Shafir – Chapters 1&2 in People out of Place, pp. 3-25.  “Distinguishing among Human Rights and Wrongs”* by Helen Fein in Human Rights and Wrongs, pp. 1-22. First written assignment is due. 
February 24-26 – Humanitarian Intervention and the Question of Ethics 

Darfur Now: Six Stories, One Hope [Film].  “Human Rights as an Ethical Framework for Advocacy” by David Hollenbach, and “There is more than one way of dying: An Ethiopian perspective on the effects of long-term stays in refugee camps” by Abebe Feyissa – Introduction and chapter 1, in Refugee Rights: Ethics, Advocacy and Africa, pp. 1-26.

March 3-5 – Producing Citizenship

“Lattitudes of Citizenship: Membership, Meaning, and Multiculturalism,” by Aihwa Ong – Chapter 4, in People Out of Place, pp. 53-70.  “Citizenship, statelessness, nation, nature, and social exclusion: Arendtian lessons in losing the right to have rights”* by Margaret Somers in Genealogies of Citizenship: Markets, Statelessness, and the Right to Have Rights, pp. 118-143.
March 17-19 – Genocide and Internal Displacement
“States of Genocide, Genocidal Massacres, and Ethnic Cleansing,”* by Helen Fein in Human Rights and Human Wrongs, pp. 125-158.  “What we owe to refugees and IDPs: An inquiry into the Rights of the Forcibly Displaced,” by William O’Neill in Refugee Rights: Ethics, Advocacy and Africa, pp. 27-49.
March 24-26 – Humanitarianism, Democracy and Human Rights

“Humanitarian intervention: Global enforcement of Human Rights,”* by Wayne Sandholtz, in Globalization and Human Rights, pp. 201-225.  “No Brave New World: Democracy and Human Rights”* by Helen Fein, in Human Rights and Human Wrongs, pp. 159-181.  Second written assignment is due.
March 31 - April 2 – Gay and Lesbian Rights

“Non-discrimination and sexual orientation: Making a place for sexual minorities in the global human rights regime,”* by Jack Donnelly.  “Lesbian and Gay Rights,”* by Martha Nussbaum.  Both articles are in The Philosophy of Human Rights, edited by Patrick Hayden, pp. 547-596.  [Class presentations begin and continue each class until the end of classes].
April 7-9 – Labor Rights 

“Deflated citizenship: Labor rights in a global era,” by Gay Seidman, and “Children across borders: Patrimony, property, or persons?” by Alison Brysk, chapters 7&9, in People Out of Place, pp. (109-129) and (153-173).

April 14-16 – Gender and the Rights of the Displaced

“Gender and violence,”* by Raja Ben Slama in Keywords(Gender, pp. 55-85.  “Justice, women’s rights, and forced migration,” in Refugee Rights, pp. 137-160.

April 21-23 – Reconstructing Citizenship

“Repositioning Citizenship” by Saskia Sassen, chapter 11, in People Out of Place, pp. 191-208. “Negotiating Citizenship: The case of foreign workers in Canada,”* by Daiva Stasiulis and Abigail Bakan in Feminist Review, number. 57, Autumn, 1997 [Available electronically through JSTOR].

April 28 – Capitalism and Human Rights

Human Rights and Global Capitalism: A Roundtable Discussion with Human Rights Watch in 

Rethinking Marxism, vol. 13, no. 2, 2001.
* Material available on Blackboard.
