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Linden Lewis

Office Hours: 2:30 – 3:30 p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays, and by appointment.

Room Coleman # 212

SO 311 Globalization, Technology, and Cultural Change Fall, 2006.

This course has as its main objective the exploration of the process of globalization and of global restructuring. Part of that process is being fueled by innovations in technology. The course will therefore be examining the extent to which the technological revolution is facilitating the process of globalization. This course will also aim at assessing the contribution of the cultural dimension to the process of global change. It is the objective of this course to provide students with some understanding of the nature, causes, and consequences of the process of globalization as we move into the 21st Century.

Course Requirement

Final grade in this course will be based on the evaluation of the following:

Four (4) short papers (5-7) pages long). The first paper is due on September 21, the second on October 12, the third on November 16, and the fourth TBA.

Each assignment will be worth 25% of the final grade. Failure to turn in the written work on the due date noted above, will result in an automatic down​grading of the paper by half a grade point for each day subsequent to the date on which the assignment is due.

Cell phone etiquette:

Students are asked to deactivate all cell phone signals before entering the classroom.  Ringing cell phones during class time is a serious source of distraction.  Cell phones should remain off for the duration of the class.  If there is an extenuating circumstance that requires that your cell phone be left on during a class, you must obtain permission prior to the class from me to leave the phone on vibrate.  Cell phones should not be visible during exams.

Required texts:

Rupert, Mark and Scott Solomon. 2006.  Globilization and International Political Economy: The Politics of Alternative Futures. Lanham, Boulder and New York: Rowman and Littlefield Publishers, Inc.

Tomlinson, John 1999. Globalization and Culture. Chicago: The University of Chicago Press.

August 24 - Orientation to the course.  What is going on in the world - Globalization & International Political Economy, pp. 1-23.
August 29 - 31 - Understanding the Global Economy.

The Global Economy: US Hegemony from Bretton Woods to Neoliberalism – Ray Kiely, in Empire in the Age of Globalization*.  A Brief History of Globalization - Globalization & International Political Economy, pp. 25-53.
September 5 – 7 Unmasking the Political Underpinnings of Globalization 

The Political Economy of Globalization – Peadar Kirby, in Vulnerability and Violence: The Impact of Globalization*.  New Forms of Global Power and Resistance - Globalization & International Political Economy, pp. 55-80.

September 12 - 14 The New Imperialism 
Accumulation by Dispossession – David Harvey in The New Imperialism*.   “Negotiating Intellectual Property Rights: Between Coercion and Dialogue”* by Peter Drahos, in Global Intellectual Property Rights, edited by Peter Drahos and Ruth Mayne.

September 19 - 21  Globalization and the Nation-State

Gender, Class, and the Transnational Politics of Solidarity – Globalization & International Political Economy, pp. 81-105.  Global Capital, National States - Ellen Meiksins Wood, in Historical Materialism and Globalization, edited by Mark Rupert and Hazel Smith. First written assignment is due on September 21.
September 26 - 28 The Future of Globalization

The Contradictions of Global Capitalism and the Future of Global Society* - William Robinson, in A Theory of Global Capitalism.  Globalization, Imperialism and Terror - Globalization & International Political Economy, pp. 107-137.
October 3 - 5 The Role of Technology

“The Ironies of Information Technology”* – Shane Weyker, in Globalization and Human Rights, edited by Alison Brysk. "Reglobalization from the Bottom up* – Jeremy Rifkin, in The Hydrogen Economy, by Jeremy Rifkin.
October 10 - 12 Globalization and Human Rights
"The Politics of Human Rights”* - Pierre de Senarclens, in The Globalization of Human Rights, edited by Jean-Marc Coicaud,Michael Doyle and Anne-Marie Gardner.  “Human Rights and Terrorism”, Human Rights Quarterly, vol. 26, no. 4, 2004 (http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/human_rights_quarterly/toc/hrq26.4.html)  Second written assignment is due on October 12.
October 19  Globalization and Democracy

“Difficult Europe: Democracy under Construction – Étienne Balibar, in We, The People of Europe?* by Étienne Balibar.  Global Change and the Open Society* -  Burkart Holzner and Leslie Holzner, in Transparency in Global Change: The Vanguard of the Open Society.
October 24 – 26 Globalization and Civil Society 

Civil Society and the Politics of Identity* - Ellen Meiksins Wood. Democracy Against Capitalism, by Ellen Meiksins Wood.   The Limits of Global Civil Society – Neera Chandhoke, in Global Civil Society 2002, edited by Marlies Glasius, Mary Kaldor and Helmut Anheier.

October 31 – November 2 Globalization, Gender and Culture
Globalization and Culture [chapter 1] - Globalization and Culture.  Towards a Feminist Analytics of the Global Economy* – Saskia Sassen, in Globalization and its Discontents.

November 7 - 9 Gender [continued] and Modernity

Global Modernity [chapter 2] – Globalization and Culture.  “Masculinities and Globalization”* in Men and Masculinities, vol. 1, no. 1, July, 1998: 3-23.

November 14 -16 The Cultura and Political impact of Globalization

Global Culture: Dreams, Nightmares and Scepticism [chapter 3] - Globalization and Culture. No Logos: Brands, Globalization, Resistance [film].

Third written assignment is due on November 16.

November  21 The Scope of Globalization

Deterritorialization: The cultural condition of globalization [chapter 4] - Globalization and Culture.  “Globalization of Crime: Terror in a Contracting Globe”*, in Global Social Problems. Edited by Vic George and Robert Page [eds.].

November 28 - 30 Communication and the Globalized World

Mediated communication and the cultural experience [chapter 5] – Globalization and Culture.  Globalization, culture and civilization [film].
December 5  Race and Globalization

New Forms of Racialisation in the Global Economy* – Gargi Bhattacharyya, John Gabriel and Stephen Small in Race and Power: Global Racism in the twenty-first Century.

* Material Available on e-reserve.






