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Linden Lewis

Room # 212 Coleman Hall

Office Hours: Wednesdays 1: 00-2: 00 p. m., Thursdays 10-11 a.m. or by appointment

SO 290 Caribbean Sociology, Spring, 2008

Course Objectives:

Caribbean Sociology is designed to introduce students to the region of the Caribbean from a Sociological perspective.  In the process of learning about the Caribbean, students will also be exposed to alternative inter​pretations and formulations of traditional Western Sociological concepts and ways of thinking.  The objective is therefore two fold:  To expand the knowledge base of students concerning other peoples and their cul​ture, i.e. to increase their awareness of Difference and Otherness, and to create in them a critical consciousness of the need to modify and make adjustments to received sociological information, if it is to be ap​plicable to non-industrialized dependent capitalist societies.  More im​portantly however, the course will also demonstrate that Sociology is not the preserve of European and North American societies, but is rooted in the creation and reproduction of society by ordinary people in their everyday lives.   The literature used in this course will alert stu​dents to the fact that activities alluded to above have been observed and analyzed by sociologists and other social scientists for a long time in the Caribbean.   It is the intent of this course to move beyond stereotyp​ical representations of a region too long characterized in terms of exotic vacation destinations, excessively relaxed attitudes and lifestyles, and good all-year round weather.

Course Requirements:

A final grade in this course will be based on three short papers [each pa​per will be 

5-7, pages long], participation in the threaded web discussion which will revolve around issues and concerns in the literature being studied, as well as issues affecting the contemporary Caribbean  [this will be explained in class], and an extended book review.   The papers will be due on the following dates. 

First written assignment – February 6.

Second written assignment – March 5.

Third written assignment – April 9.

Fourth written assignment - Due day of Final exam or before. 

Policy on Absenteeism:

This is a three-hour class, so that being absent for one class period is the equivalent of losing an entire week’s worth of classes.  In light of the foregoing, a total of two classes missed for the semester will mean that your final grade will be reduced by a full letter grade.  A Dean’s note, a note from the doctor or the Health Center, or Coach, must accompany explained absences.
Policy on Submission of written assignments:

Each written assignment will be worth 20% of the final grade.   Papers must be handed in by the end of the class period on the due date. Papers submitted after class time will be considered late.  Failure to turn in the written assignment on the due date noted above would result in an au​tomatic downgrading of the paper by half a grade point for each day subsequent to the date on which it is due.  Late submission of papers will only considered without penalty when accompanied by a written statement from a doctor or other relevant care provider, or if proof of an emergency could be established.  Printing difficulties and related computer problems will not be considered acceptable excuses given the advanced notice of the due date of required papers.  Failure to participate in the threaded web discussion will also lead to a forfeiture of one fifth of your grade. 

Cell phone etiquette:

Students are asked to deactivate all cell phone signals before entering the classroom.  Ringing cell phones during class time is a serious source of distraction.  Cell phones should remain off for the duration of the class.  If there is an extenuating circumstance that requires that your cell phone be left on during a class, you must obtain permission prior to the class from me to leave the phone on vibrate. 

Required Reading

Gregory, Steven (2007). The Devil Behind the Mirror: Globalization and Politics in the Dominican Republic.  Berkeley, Los Angeles and London: University of California Press.

Heuman, Gad (2006).  The Caribbean. London: Hodder Arnold.

Hurston, Zora Neale (1990).  Tell My Horse: Voodoo and Life in Haiti and Jamaica. New York: Perennial Library
January 16 - Introductory lecture on Caribbean area, geography, economy, environment and demography. The Amerindians and European Patterns of Settlement - The Caribbean, (pp. 1-11).  Sugar and Slavery - The Caribbean, (pp. 11-21).

January 23 Caribbean Economy and Society
The economies of the Caribbean*, by Dennis Pantin, in Understanding the Contemporary Caribbean, edited by Richard S. Hillman and Thomas J. D’Agostino.  Neither Black nor White - The Caribbean, (34-44).  The World the Planters Made - The Caribbean, (pp. 45-66).

January 30 - Resistance and Culture 

Slave Resistance: African, Maroons and Women - The Caribbean, (pp. 55-66).  The Haitian Revolution - The Caribbean, (pp. 67-77). Transnational family connections*, by Harry Goulbourne, in Caribbean Transnational Experience.
February 6  –Women, Development and Religion
Women and Development*, by Lynn Bolles, in Understanding the Contemporary Caribbean, edited by Richard S. Hillman and Thomas J. D’ Agostino.   “

“’No grave cannot hold my body down’: Rituals of death and burial in postcolonial Jamaica,” by Annie Paul, Small Axe, no. 23, June, 2007 [Available through BU electronic journals or JSTOR].   The Abolition Debates - The Caribbean, (pp. 78-87). First Written Assignment Is Due.
February 13 – The Caribbean in the Global Political Economy

Introduction, and The Politics of Livelihood – The Devil Behind the Mirror, pp. 1-49.  “Between the devil and the deep blue see: Mercantilism and free trade,” by Cecilia Green, Race and Class, vol. 49, no. 2, October-December, 2007: 41-56 [Available through BU electronic journals or JSTOR]. 

February 20 – Race and Caribbean Freedom

Race, Racism and Equality - The Caribbean, (pp. 88-95).  From Slavery to Freedom - The Caribbean, (96-106).  Race and Politics in Cuba*, by Aline Helg in Contemporary Caribbean Cultures and Societies in a Global Context, edited by Franklin Knight and Teresita Martínez-Vergne.
February 27 – Caribbean Music and Culture

The Spatial Economy of Difference - The Devil Behind the Mirror, pp. 50-91. Riots and resistance in the aftermath of emancipation - The Caribbean, (pp. 107-118).

March 5 - The Lived Experience of the Caribbean

The Calypsonian as Artist: Freedom and Responsibility*, by Gordon Rohlehr, in A Scuffling of Islands: Essays on Calypso.  A talk will be given by Prof. Kevin Birth, an anthropologist from New York University, on "The Meaningful Irregularity of Time: Trinidadian Music and Social Polyrhythms."  Second Written Assignment Is Due.
March 19 – Caribbean Resistance and Retreat

The Africanization of the Caribbean - The Caribbean, (pp. 119-128).  Structures of the Imagination – The Devil Behind the Mirror, pp. 92-129.

March 26 – Culture and Labor

Tell My Horse, pp. 3-62.  The American Century - The Caribbean, (pp. 129-138).  Labor Protests and the 1930s - The Caribbean, (pp. 139-148). 

April 2 – Culture and Economic Enterprise

Tell My Horse, pp. 65-110. Sex tourism and the political economy of masculinity – The Devil Behind the Mirror, pp. 130-165.
April 9 - Aspects of Race and Identity in the Hispanic Caribbean:

Race, Identity and the Body Politic – The Devil Behind the Mirror, pp. 166-208. Tell My Horse, pp. 113-177.  Third Written Assignment Is Due. 

April 16 –The Radical Tradition
Tell My Horse, pp. 179-244. The Revolutionary Caribbean - The Caribbean, (pp. 149-160).  The Politics of Transnational Capital – The Devil Behind the Mirror, pp. 209-245
April 23 – The Contemporary Caribbean 

Contemporary Themes - The Caribbean, (pp. 161-184). Tell My Horse, pp. 245-261, 289-299.

*Available on Blackboard.

