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COURSE OBJECTIVES
Travelers and students of travel, including the ‘arm-chair’ variety, will have noticed an explosion of interest in travel writing in the last couple of decades, in both popular culture and academia. Not only do bookstores bulge with an ever-increasing number of narratives of travel, but also a new legitimacy can be observed in their critical study. Students in this course will be exposed to a range of primary travel texts from both the 19th and 20th centuries (written in English), as well as a number of critical works from geography, history, literary criticism, and feminist studies. The course focuses on several of the important genres of travel writing, from the early Victorian ‘conquest’ narratives, to railroad or highway literature of mid-20th century America, to today’s popular writers. Other genres will be approached through the semester project. 

Emphasis in this course will be on the importance of travel writing as cultural products that are involved in the often highly contentious and political process of “place-making.” Writers come to terms with both other places and themselves through travel and travel writing, and, importantly, map new social spaces for their readers. In that sense travel writing mediates ‘home’ and ‘away’, and thus is deeply embedded in the process of what scholars call “transculturation,” the mediating of different cultures and ‘social relations of difference’ based on gender, race, religion, and geography (among others). 

The overall objective of “Travel Writing and Place” will be to develop a way of thinking about the role of travel writing in producing meanings of place and personal identities (of writers and readers). Such meanings often have at their core a number of cultural, economic, or political ends (whether intended or not). We all participate in such meaning-making as travelers and as readers of travel writing. 

REQUIRED READINGS for the course will be available through e-reserves (password “geog”). 
CLASS FORMAT & ASSESSMENT


This course will be run as a seminar. Because the readings and discussions are the very basis of this class, attendance is mandatory. To ensure that the classes are successful and interesting, participants should have completed the readings before each class. Endeavor to read critically, seeking not only to understand the content but also to evaluate its significance. Every student is required to contribute to the critical discussion of the readings with thoughtful analysis. Discussion is worth 20% of the final grade.


Since this is a W-2 (writing) course, emphasis will be on three main types of writing assignments, designed to help you improve the quality of your written expression but also your critical reading, thinking, and discussion skills. First, you are expected to keep a journal on the weekly readings, and to be prepared to draw from your journal during class. Writing a journal helps promote critical reading and deliberation, and to prepare for class discussions and the more formal writing assignments. In the journals try to avoid simply summarizing the material – try instead to reflect on the reading, critically evaluate its meaning and merit, and develop questions about it. Journal entries should highlight what you found interesting, provocative, confusing, exciting, agreeable or disagreeable about the reading. You must have at least one journal entry for each reading. These will be graded several times during the semester. Journals are worth 30% of the final grade. 


A second assignment for the course is to write a travelogue about your travels and/or experiences over Spring Break. Whether traveling overseas, to the beach, or to your own hometown, the essay will capture a sense of place of the destination, and find both the ‘exotic in the familiar’ and the ‘familiar in the exotic’. Further instructions on the travelogue will be forthcoming in class. The travelogue is worth 20% of your final grade. 

Finally, students will also conduct a research project worth 30% of the final grade. The project will examine one sub-genre of travel writing (the “transcontinental tour,” “women traveling alone,” “missionary narratives,” etc.) and one or more principal writers in that genre. This project will involve an oral presentation and written paper due during finals week. Additional information and various deadlines related to the research project will be forthcoming in class. 

SCHEDULE OF READINGS
 [SUBJECT TO CHANGE]
	Wed Jan 18: Course Introduction
	

	Wed Jan 25: 
Travel Writing and Empire: Colonial Africa 


	Mary Louise Pratt, Imperial Eyes: Travel Writing and Transculturation (Routledge 1992), 201-221. 

Richard Burton, excerpt from Lake Regions of Central Africa (1860).
Mary Kingsley, excerpt from Travels in West Africa (1897), in Maiden Voyages, 57-68. 

Henry Morton Stanley, “Dispatch to the New York Herald,” Nov. 23, 1871 (skim & dip).

	Wed Feb 1: 
Travel Narratives of the Colonial South Pacific


	Edward Said, Orientalism (Routledge 1978), 1-15.

James Cook, excerpt from The Voyages of Captain Cook (1768).  

Kay Schaeffer, “Colonizing Gender in Colonial Australia: The Eliza Fraser Story” in Writing Women and Space (Guilford 1994), 101-120. 

Mary Martin, excerpt from Our Maoris (1884).

	Wed Feb 8: 
Victorian ‘Lady’ Travelers


	Dorothy Middleton, Victorian Lady Travelers (Academy Chicago 1965), 3-16.

Sara Mills, Discourses of Difference: An Analysis of Women’s Travel Writing and Colonialism (Routledge 1991), 27-63. 

Mary Morris, ed. Maiden Voyages: Writings of Women Travellers (Vintage 1993). Excerpts from Lady Montague, Frances Trollope, F.D. Bridges, Isabella Bird, Gertrude Bell, Kate Marsden. 

	Wed Feb 15: TBA
	

	Wed Feb 22: 
The American Transcontinental Railroad Tour


	Anne Farrar Hyde, An American Vision: Far Western Landscape and National Culture, 1820-1920 (NYU Press 1990), 107-146.

Wolfgang Schivelbusch, The Railway Journey: Trains and Travel in the 19th century (Urizen Books 1978), 41-76. 

Grace Greenwood (aka Sara Lippincott), excerpt from New Life in New Lands (1873).

	Wed Mar 1: 
United States Road Literature and the Beats

Research Project Proposal due 
	Kris Lackey, RoadFrames: The American Highway Narrative (University of Nebraska Press 1997), 1-32. 

Excerpt from Box Car Bertha: An Autobiography, as told to Dr. Ben L. Reitman (1988).
Jack Kerouac, excerpt from On the Road (Viking 1957). 

	Wed Mar 8: NO CLASS, AAG CONFERENCE 
	

	Wed Mar 15: NO CLASS, SPRING BREAK 
	

	Wed Mar 22: 
Extreme Travel – Wilderness Adventures

Travelogues due
	Jon Krakauer, excerpt from Into the Wild (Anchor Books 1997).
Sidonie Smith, “On Foot,” from Moving Lives: 20th century Women’s Travel Writing (University Minnesota Press 2001), 29-72. 

Peter Hansen, “Tenzing’s Two Wrist-Watches: the Conquest of Everest and Late Imperial Culture, 1921-1953,” Past and Present 157 (1997): 159-177. 

K.M. Morin et al. “(Troubling) Spaces of Mountains and Men: New Zealand’s Mount Cook and Hermitage Lodge, Social and Cultural Geography 2 (2, 2001): 117-139. 

	Wed Mar 29: 
Europeans Go Continental


	Joanne Sharp, “Writing Over the Map of Provence: The Touristic Therapy of A Year in Provence,” in Writes of Passage: Reading Travel Writing (Routledge 1999), 200-218.  

Peter Mayle, excerpt from A Year in Provence (1990) or Toujours Provence (1992). 

Steve Clark, “Transatlantic Crossings: Recent British Travel Writing on the United States,” in Travel Writing and Empire (Zed Books 1999), 212-231.

Jan Morris, excerpt from Journeys (1984) and Conundrum (1974).

	Wed Apr 5:  
Off the Beaten Path


	James Clifford, Routes: Travel and Translation in the Late Twentieth Century (Harvard University Press 1997), 17-46.

Michael Brown, “Travelling through the Closet,” in Writes of Passage: Reading Travel Writing (Routledge 1999), 185-199.
Bill Bryson, “Fat Girls in Des Moines,” from The Best of Granta Travel (Penguin 1995).
Pico Iyer, excerpt from Falling Off the Map: Some Lonely Places of the World (1994). 

	Wed Apr 12: Student Reports 
	No reading assignment.

	Wed Apr 19: Student Reports
	No reading assignment. 

	Wed Apr 26: Course Wrap-up and Assessment
	No reading assignment.

	Mon Apr 30: Final Research Papers due
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