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COURSE OBJECTIVES

This course introduces the interdisciplinary field of American Studies, emphasizing key texts and methods for understanding and critically assessing American culture, values, peoples, and issues. Throughout the semester we will focus on the power and mythology connected with the symbol of "America."  When people use the term "America" or "American," they are often talking about something much more than the people, institutions, geography, culture, or history of the United States. They are talking (positively or negatively) about a symbol that may represent divine intervention in human affairs, or colonialist, imperialist, commercial oppression of others.  

This course will examine the construction of what citizens of the United States and of the world think or mean when they speak of "America" or "American."  It will focus on the meaning of “America” from the perspective of the peoples who consider themselves (or are considered by others to be) central, peripheral, or excluded by that term. Inclusive of but more than an area study, American Studies is by definition inter- and cross-disciplinary, so this course will feature guest lectures by a range of Bucknell professors who ‘self identify’ as American studies scholars. Their lectures will give students a taste for the amazing panoply of work being undertaken in American studies today, but also how one might go about studying it in more depth. The general aim of the course is to introduce a wide array of ongoing ‘conversations’ in the field of American studies and promote students’ active engagement with them through reading, discussion, and critical analysis in writing. 

REQUIRED READING
Horwitz, Richard P., ed. The American Studies Anthology. Lanham, Md.: SR Books, 2001. [HORWITZ in the syllabus]

All other assigned readings are available on e-reserves (password “geog”) or will be handed out in class. 

CLASS FORMAT & ASSESSMENT
This course will be run as a seminar, so everyone should be prepared to contribute to every class discussion. Because the readings and discussions are the very basis of this class, attendance is mandatory. To ensure that the classes are successful and interesting, participants must complete the readings before each class. Endeavor to read critically, seeking not only to understand the content but also to evaluate the significance and validity of an author’s argument and evidence. Every student is required to contribute to discussion with thoughtful analysis and questions. Discussion is worth 20% of the final grade. 

NOTE: Attendance is mandatory. More than two absences can result in up to a 5% reduction in your final grade. Late papers or any missed deadlines will negatively impact your grade as well; for each day late count on a 5% reduction in your grade.

Most of the assessment in the class will be in the form of written papers:

Two reaction papers to material covered in class, designed to be a thoughtful, intellectual (and not emotional) reflection of the materials read and discussed up to the due date of that particular paper. Each of these papers is worth 25% of your final grade (50% total). These papers are due on the schedule listed below. 

One (long) research paper (topic of your choice) due May 1, worth 30% of your final grade. Instructions on this paper are forthcoming. 

SCHEDULE OF TOPICS & ASSIGNMENTS

	Day
	Date
	Topic
	Assignment
	NOTES

	
	
	
	
	

	Thurs
	Jan. 18
	Course Introductions

	
	KM & EM

	
	Sec. 1
	FOUNDATIONS
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Tues.
	Jan. 23
	What is “America”? 
	Frederick Jackson Turner (HORWITZ)
	KM

	Thurs.
	Jan. 25
	Manifest Destiny, Frontier Thesis
	Henry Nash Smith, excerpt from Virgin Land (1950) (E-res)
Annette Kolodny, excerpt from The Land Before Her (1984) (E-res)
	KM

	
	
	
	
	

	Tues.
	Jan. 30
	Film: Hollywood Western
	Gene Wise, “Paradigm Dramas in American Studies,” American Quarterly 31 (1979): 293-337 (E-res)
	KM

	
	Sec.2
	CITIZENSHIP
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Thurs
	Feb. 1
	Immigration & Multiculturalism 
	Gloria Anzaldua, excerpt from Borderlands/La Frontera (1987) 

(E-res)
	KM

	Tues.
	Feb. 6
	A Nation of Immigrants 

Robin Jacobson
	Joel Feagin, "Old Poison, New Bottles” (E-res)
	Jacobson 

	Thurs.
	Feb. 8
	Belonging 
	H.L. Mencken, Woodrow Wilson, Sojourner Truth, “American Legion,” Woody Guthrie (HORWITZ)
	EM

	Tues
	Feb. 13
	Film: Mai’s America
	1st paper due
	KM

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Sec. 3
	TRANSCENDENCE
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Thurs
	Feb 15
	Religion in America, I
	John Winthrop, Cotton Mather, Abraham Lincoln, Albert Beveridge (On-line)
	EM

	Tues.
	Feb. 20
	American Popular Music: Annie Randall
	Annie Randall, “Music, Power and Politics” (E-res)
	Randall

	Thurs.
	Feb. 22
	America as Sacred Space, I
	Chidester / Linenthal (HANDOUT)
	EM



	Tues.
	Feb. 27
	America as Sacred Space, II
	Glass, Linenthal, Mazur (HANDOUT)
	EM

	Thurs
	Mar 1
	America as Profane Space
	(TBA)
	EM

	Tues.
	Mar 6
	Religion in America, II
	Ronald Reagan, Bill Clinton, G.W. Bush; and Robert Bellah, “Civil Religion in America” (1967) (On-line)
	EM

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Sec. 4
	THE ROAD
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Thurs.
	Mar 8
	In Search of America:

The U.S. Highway/ Road Narrative 


	Kris Lackey, RoadFrames: The American Highway Narrative, 1-32. (E-res)

Jack Kerouac, excerpt from On the Road (1957) (E-res)
	KM

	
	
	
	
	

	Tues.
	Mar 13
	NO CLASS
	SPRING BREAK
	

	Thurs
	Mar 15
	NO CLASS 
	SPRING BREAK
	

	Tues.
	Mar 20
	Contemporary Images of the Road
	McCarthy (HANDOUT)
	EM

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Sec. 5
	THE DREAM
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Thurs.
	Mar. 22
	American Dream I & the 1930s Dust Bowl

Film: The Plow that Broke the Plains (1936)
	Jim Cullen, excerpt from The American Dream: A Short History of an Idea (2003) (E-Res)


	KM

	Tues.
	Mar. 27
	American Dream II


	Barbara Ehrenrich, Nickel and Dimed: On (Not) Getting by in America (2001) (E-res)
	KM

	Thurs.
	Mar. 29
	TBA
	2nd paper due
	EM

	
	
	
	
	

	Tues.
	Apr. 3
	NO  CLASS
	PASSOVER
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Sec. 6
	PATRIOTISM
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Thurs.
	Apr. 5
	The U.S. Patriot Act  

Film: Beyond the Patriot Act (2005)
	Michael Berube, “The Loyalties of American Studies,” American Quarterly 56 (2004): 223-233 (E-res)
	KM

	Tues.
	Apr. 10
	American Patriotism – What is It? 
	Martha Nussbaum, excerpt from For Love of Country (1996) (E-res)


	KM

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Sec. 7
	ALTERNATE VIEWS
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Thurs.
	Apr. 12
	America from the Outside
	Chidester (HANDOUT)
	EM

	Tues.
	Apr. 17
	TBA:  John Enyeart
	Robert May, “Young American Males and Filibustering in the Age of Manifest Destiny” (E-res)
	Enyeart

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Sec. 8
	CONCLUSIONS
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Thurs.
	Apr. 19
	Reports
	Detailed Outline & Annotated Bibliography due
	EM & KM

	Tues.
	Apr. 24
	Reports
	Detailed Outline & Annotated Bibliography due
	EM & KM

	Thurs.
	Apr. 26
	Reports
	Detailed Outline & Annotated Bibliography due
	EM & KM

	Tues.
	May 1
	Course Conclusions
	Kessler-Harris (HORWITZ)
	EM & KM 


PAGE  

