The Griot Institute: December 2022 Newsletter
Griot (n): a member of a class of traveling poets, musicians, and storytellers who maintain a
tradition of oral history in parts of West Africa.

Hi everyone and Happy Holidays from the Griot! We hope you all had a wonderful Thanksgiving
break. We are excited to share some of our recent Griot events from this semester and more to come
in the Spring! This newsletter highlights the events our writers attended, along with student projects
and impactful speakers on campus. With our last newsletter of 2022, we ask you to take the time to
reflect on some of your favorite Griot events from past years. Enjoy!

-Taylor Collins '23

---Special Announcements--New Griot Institute Intern

Taylor Collins
Taylor is a Senior English Literary Studies and Economics major from
Andover, New Jersey. She is a member of both the Alpha Lambda Delta
Honors Society and Alpha Delta Pi sorority, a mentor for the College of Arts
and Science, a lifeguard at the KLARC, and a Milkshake Monday Motivator
on campus. Taylor applied to be an intern at the Griot Institute because
through her English studies, she was able to take multiple courses on
African Studies and wanted to gain a deeper understanding and
appreciation of Black culture on campus. So far, working as an editor has
given her a great experience and made her feel more connected to campus life. She is looking
forward to working more on the newsletters next semester and attending some of the upcoming
Griot events in the Spring!

---Recent Griot Institute Events--The Griot Institute Interns have been busy attending events
to report on important happenings around campus!

Faculty/Staff Lunch with the Griot Institute
On Tuesday, November 29, 2022, the Griot Institute for the Study of Black Lives and Cultures
welcomed faculty and staff members to its second lunch event of the semester to discuss the
Institute's spring programming, as well as its mission and goals. Dustyn Martincich, a Griot Advisory
Board member and Professor of Theatre and Dance, led the event and spoke about the Griot
Institute’s purpose and history on Bucknell's campus. The event continued with introductions from
several Griot Institute Advisory Board members and the current Griot Institute student interns.
Professor Martincich shared details about the five Griot Spring Series guest speakers/artists invited
to present on the Spring Series theme, Legacies: Bridging Centuries, Unearthing What Carries
Forward. Faculty and staff were invited to make connections between their own projects, research
and courses, and Griot events. The second half of the hour was used for building community and
discussing ways to engage Griot programming. If anyone missed the event, but has ideas for
collaborative engagement between the Griot Institute and the arts, humanities, social sciences or
other disciplines, please email griot@bucknell.edu.

---Other Recent Events---

Powerlands Film Screening
On Wednesday October 26, the Griot Institute co-sponsored the screening of “Powerlands,” directed
by Ivy Camille Manybeads- Tso and produced by Jordan Flaherty. The film investigates the
displacement of Indigenous people and the detrimental environmental impacts caused by energy
companies. The film follows Navajo filmmaker Ivy Camille on her own personal and political journey
through Colombia, Mexico, and The Philippines, where she met indigenous activists resisting
displacement and fighting for the Earth.
The film screening commenced with a short introduction from the director and producer as they
spoke about the creation of the film and what motivated them to continue and complete the film
throughout the seven long years of working on it. Director Ivy Camille concluded by stating that she
began to make the film to document her community's struggle, and immediately found that they
were not alone in their fight for their land.
Following the film screening, audience members had the opportunity to ask the director and
producer questions pertaining to the film. One audience member asked, “What has happened to the
indigenous people in the film?” Director Ivy Camille responded, “The struggle is still ongoing as
communities are continuing to fight as they are still facing injustices and environmental damages."
Another audience member asked, “What are some of the ways that we can assist in the struggle?”
Director Ivy Camille responded, “The one thing one can do is to help by starting in their own
backyard; if one becomes aware and resists injustice, and also spreads the word and gets more
people to resist as well, then that is a step in the right direction."
Another audience member asked a question about the global solidarity network of Indigenous
people. Producer Jordan Flaherty responded, “A lot of communities, unfortunately, do not have
access to electricity, so they don’t have much global solidarity. However, there have been recent
efforts to build these communities by working with international organizations, such as Al Jazeera.”
- Ardo Ali '22

SASA Dinner
On November 5th , 2022 The South Asian Student
Association (SASA) held their annual SASA Dinner to
celebrate South Asian culture on Bucknell’s campus by
showcasing South Asian music, food, and dances. The theme
of this year's dinner was based on the Bollywood “Zindagi
Na Milegi Dobara” directed by Zoya Akhtar and starring
Hrithik Roshan, Farhan Akhtar, and Abhay Deol. The film
revolves around three childhood friends and their journey
through an adventurous road trip to Spain and the life
lessons they obtain from it.
The Dinner commenced with humorous skits, musical
performances, and breathtaking dance performances from
the SASA members, the Latine Alliance for Community & Opportunity for Students (LACOS) , and
Bucknell's Bisonettes dance team. The night concluded with a group performance by the SASA Eboard and members, and a heartwarming tribute to the graduating SASA seniors and faculty advisor
Meenakshi Ponnuswami, Professor of English.
-Ardo Ali '22

BASA Karaoke
On Saturday, November 12, 2022, the Bucknell
African Student Association hosted their long-awaited
Karaoke Afro Night at Uptown. The event, which
started at 8pm, brought together Bucknell students
from all around the beautiful continent of Africa, as
well as students who were interested in experiencing
African music. It was an evening of singing, dancing
and being one with the culture while exploring the
West with music like "Oliver Twist" by D’banj, the
South with music like "John Cena" by Sho Madjozi, and classics like "Carolina" by Awilo Longomba -all of the music inspired attendees to rise and dance, no matter which part of Africa they were from.
This event was a moment of connection with the culture, especially for African students.
-Barbara Wankollie '25

Undergraduate Research in
the Humanities
On November 17th 2022, Professor David Rojas,
interim chair of the Latinx Studies Department,
presented his research project alongside Gabby
Diaz ‘24, discussing the impacts of institutional
racism on student research. The lecture started out
as a conversation between David and Gabby about
the initial motivations for the research– attempting
to understand how to use art as a method of activism, especially on Bucknell’s campus. They
discussed the homogeneity of Bucknell’s campus. “At current diversification rates, only in 2065 will
Bucknell be as diverse as Higher Education Institutions as a whole were in 2020” (46% BIPOC).
Their research aims not just to fight against explicit bigotry, but also combat the subtle dynamics at
play at Bucknell that lead to homogeneity. They discussed the barriers (immense time commitment,
underpaid/undervalued labor) to students pursuing research activity in the Humanities, Arts, and
Social Sciences. Also, they talked about what it may offer: support, empowerment, and purpose.
Moreover, students are able to build solidarity networks, transform institutional dynamics, and
support marginalized/underserved students through different research activities. Overall, the
discussion was a very interesting look into the different ways that Bucknell can look at its own severe
diversity and inclusion issues and find institutional remedies.
-Jerra Holdip '23

---Upcoming Events of Interest---

MLK Week 2023
The theme for MLK Week 2023 is Legacies: Leaving a Path to Follow. The MLK Week Committee
is pleased to announce that this year’s keynote speaker will be Newark, New Jersey Mayor Ras
Baraka. A native of Newark, whose family has lived in the City for more than 80 years, Mayor
Baraka’s progressive approach to governing has won him accolades from grassroots organizations to
the White House. With a forward-thinking agenda that has reduced crime to its lowest levels in five
decades, addressed affordability while maintaining steady growth, lowered unemployment, and
returned local control of schools after more than two decades, Baraka has defied expectations since
taking office in 2014. His father, the late Amiri Baraka, was a legendary poet and playwright, and his
mother, Amina Baraka, is also a renowned poet. Baraka’s talk will be on Monday, January 23 at 7:00
pm in Trout Auditorium.
In addition to the keynote address, several other engagements are being planned for 2023, including
a Day of Bison Service, a MakerSpace event, a book group, a film screening, a community dinner, a
multi-faith commemoration and a gospel workshop.
For more information as it becomes available, please visit bucknell.edu/mlkweek. Questions can be
sent to mlkweek@bucknell.edu.

The Griot Institute’s Annual Lecture and Performance
Series:
Each academic year the Griot Institute offers the Bucknell community a series that focuses on
a question or issue of concern central to Africana Studies. The series seeks to explore and
examine various questions in terms of their historical and contemporary resonances and
significances. The series interrogates these questions from multiple disciplinary perspectives
and employs the expertise and artistry of guest lecturers and performers in order to navigate
their intellectual nuances and moral and ethical dimensions. The series is free and open to
the Bucknell community, as well as the general public. Those unable to attend in person can
request a link to join through Zoom.
* If you are a person with a disability who requires an accommodation to any Griot event,
please contact the Griot Institute at 570-577-2123 or griot@bucknell.edu at least 5 business
days in advance of the event.
The 2023 Griot Spring Series is generously co-sponsored by The Provost’s Office/Office of Equity and
Inclusive Excellence, The Center for the Study of Race, Ethnicity and Gender, the Social Justice Residential
College, the Humanities Residential College, the Freeman College of Management, the Black Student
Union (BSU), the Bucknell African Student Association (BASA), the National Society of Black Engineers
(NSBE), the Latine Alliance for Community and Opportunity for Students (LACOS), the Asian Pacific
Islander Desi American students (APIDA), Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, and
Bucknell Student Government (BSG), and funding is provided by the University Lectureship Committee.

---Griot Institute 2023 Spring Series--Legacies
Legacies are loaded with contradictions. At
once full of privilege, possibility, challenge
and the weight of the past, legacies make
demands of us in the contemporary world.
Carried by each of us, legacies shape how
we experience the present day as well as the
future.

Questions we will ask and think through regarding legacies include:

Do legacies extend across centuries or are they made anew each generation?
To what extent can people reshape legacies?
In what ways do legacies shape people’s lives, survival and futures?
How are legacies unearthed when many people’s experiences and contributions are excluded
from official archives?
How do we – and should we – archive legacies?
What legacies do we choose to narrate or curate and which ones do we ignore?
To what extent do legacies provoke social consciousness and activism?
How do we arrive at consciousness of legacies that allow us to create and realize better
futures?

Eric Deggans
Author, Columnist, Teacher, Journalist, TV critic for NPR

Shirley Jennifer Lim
Author, Professor of History, Women and Gender Studies,
Asian and Asian American Studies and Africana Studies at
Stony Brook University
Talk Title - Legacies of Race and Hollywood (Deggans and Lim in conversation)
Date: Wednesday, February 15, 2023, 7 pm
Location: Hildreth-Mirza Great Room
https://ericdeggans.com/
https://www.stonybrook.edu/commcms/history/people/_faculty/lim
Co-sponsored by the Department of Women’s and Gender Studies, the Department of History, The
China Institute, the Bucknell Institute for Public Policy, and the Bucknell Institute for Lifelong
Learning.

Film Screening - Daughter of Shanghai starring
Anna May Wong
Date: Tuesday, February 21, 2023, 7 pm
Location: Campus Theatre
Free Admission
Cosponsored by the Tuesday Film Series

Joy James
Author, Political Theorist, Ebenezer Fitch Professor of Humanities at
Williams College
Talk Title - The 1969 "United Front against Fascism" Conference and
Current US Society
Date: Wednesday, February 22, 2023, 7 pm
Location: Gallery Theatre (ELC)
https://africana-studies.williams.edu/profile/jjames/
https://www.versobooks.com/blogs/5095-new-bones-abolitionismcommunism-and-captive-maternals
Co-sponsored by the Bucknell Humanities Center, the Department of
International Relations, and the Department of Critical Black Studies

Vernese Edghill-Walden '87
VP for Diversity, Equity and Inclusion at Northern Illinois University,
Alumna of Bucknell University
Talk Title - Legacies that Transform Community
Date: March 1, 2023, 7 PM
Location: Hildreth-Mirza Great Room
https://magazine.bucknell.edu/issue/winter-2021/making-diversitya-priority/
https://www.niu.edu/diversity/about/staff.shtml
Co-sponsored by Multicultural Student Services, The Center for
Alumni and Family Engagement, The Office of Civic Engagement, the
Department of Education, and CommUnity Zone.

Terri Lyne Carrington
American Jazz Drummer, Composer, Producer and Educator
Talk Title - A Cultural Transformation in Jazz
Date: March 22, 2023, 7:30 PM
Location: Rooke Recital Hall, Sigfried Weis Music Building
https://www.terrilynecarrington.com/
Co-sponsored by Jazz@Bucknell and the Bucknell Institute for Lifelong
Learning.
(Photo Credit: Michael Goldman)
Please see www.bucknell.edu/griotspringseries for more information.

---Announcements--Sona Jobarteh
Sona Jobarteh, Africa’s First Female Griot Kora
Virtuoso, visited Bucknell as a guest
speaker/performer in the Griot’s 2022 Spring Series.
She is incredibly talented and shared with us how she is
using her talent to transform education in Africa.
Check out her recent interview on 60 minutes (starting
at 28:28)!
https://www.cbs.com/shows/video/W6oVpEg1qdaAIFMVm_m5fTZfjOykAn5m/

Reading Group
You are invited to participate in a reading group, "Legacies of Race
and Hollywood: Anna May Wong," on Wednesday, February 15 at
12:00 pm in Walls Lounge. The conversation will be led by author
Shirley J. Lim in regard to her book, "Anna May Wong: Performing
the Modern."
The first 25 people to RSVP will be offered a free copy of the book
in advance.
RSVP here: https://forms.gle/PthxAjgaLG7HCySGA
Lunch will be provided!

--Student Recommendations!-Check out these media recommendations from Jerra Holdip's '23:
Book I’m Loving Right Now: All About Love by Bell Hooks
Song I'm Loving Right Now: "Outside Looking In" by G. Herbo
Favorite TV Show Right Now: New season of The Crown

---Student Project Work--The Griot Institute Storytelling Project
The Griot Institute is inviting students of color to participate in our Storytelling Project!
Contact Jerra Holdip (jih004) for more details!

Tia G. Interview Highlights
JH: How do you think your experience at Bucknell has been
shaped by your identities?
TG: My experience at Bucknell is definitely shaped by my different
identities; it's the reason why I’ve been able to find certain clubs
and stuff like that and get into certain positions that I really enjoy.
Most of my extracurriculars are based off of my identities like the
African Student Association (BASA) and being interested in
medical school and also being a minority and being a part of
MAPS (Student National Medical Association- Minority
Association for Pre-Med Students), so that's kind of helped me get
into different extracurriculars and meet people that I probably
wouldn't have met. It also defines most of my social experience on campus. Bucknell is a very white
place and luckily I’ve been able to find friends and stuff like that that aren’t, who align with my
identities and stuff like that.
JH: How would you describe yourself from almost 4 years ago when you first came to Bucknell to
now?
TG: I would say 4 years ago, especially coming in as a first-year and the things I was going through in
my life at the time, I kind of think of it as a mess. Maybe people didn’t think I was a mess at the time,
I don't know if I truly portrayed being a mess, but I feel like mentally, emotionally I was kind of in a
mess trying to figure out how to move forward from certain things that happened in my life and how
to keep going. By being able to find friends and things I've been passionate about on campus, I've
been able to push through and persevere. I'm definitely still a work in progress, but I think I’ve been
able to put myself together more and really invest myself in things that mean something to me
instead of being all over the place.
JH: How has Bucknell changed since you’ve been here?
TG: I don’t know if Bucknell has changed much. I think at least there’s more POC, but maybe there’s
not, I don't know. It seems to be more than when I was a first-year, which is good to see. Bucknell in
itself? I don't know if it's really changed, it's kind of still the same place. There’s more things they're
doing to try to make it better; I don't know if they’re necessarily working, but hopefully it’ll get
better for students to come.
-Jerra Holdip '23

If you have Bucknell credentials, you can listen to all of Tia's story
here: https://mediaspace.bucknell.edu/media/Tia+Gemechu+Storytelling+Interview/1_yxpo3t8w

---General Information--1) The Griot Institute webpage: www.bucknell.edu/griot
2)The Griot Institute's page on Race, Racism, and Resistance resources
3) Bucknell's Anti-Racism Resources
4) The Griot Institute offices are on the second floor of Hildreth-Mirza. Hours are M-F, 8-2. Other
hours are available by appointment.
5) For Academic Year 2022-23: Carol Wayne White, Interim Director; Michelle Lauver, Programs
Manager
6) To contact the Griot Institute, please email griot@bucknell.edu, or contact Michelle Lauver
directly (mll030@bucknell.edu), or leave a message at 570-577-2123.
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