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Season’s Greetings from International
Relations to you and yours! With the end of the
fall semester, the faculty, students, and staff
are all looking for a well-deserved break, before
we gear back up for the spring semester.
Before pointing out some highlights for the
semester, I wanted to take the opportunity to
thank Professor Ucarer for her service the last
four years as chair of the department. As you
all know, she is a pillar in the department and
the consummate steward of the major. She is
well into her sabbatical and the last time I saw
her she was looking very refreshed. We look
forward to her return in fall 2026.

I am happy to announce that we have two
outstanding scholars visiting us for the year,
Sabrina Harris and Bojan Savic. Both are filling
in for faculty that are currently on leave and
they both are making significant contributions to
the department. Dr. Harris comes to us after
completing her PhD at Virginia Tech’s
interdisciplinary theoretical Alliance for Social,
Political, Ethical, and Cultural Thought
(ASPECT) program. Professor Harris is
teaching Globalization, Global Governance,
Social Movements, and is offering a new
course on Security Studies.

Dr. Savic who has a PhD in International
Relations has taught and researched at the
University of Kent’s Brussels School of
International Studies (BSIS). He is teaching
Global Governance, our introductory course
War, Peace, Power, and Prosperity, Theories of
International Relations, International Relations
of Europe, and a new course “Global Race and
Insecurity”. I’ll let them introduce themselves
more fully in their articles below, but we are
excited by their contributions to the curriculum.
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In October, IR hosted Dr. Amanda Klekowski
von Koppenfels whose lecture, “Geographies of
Hope and Despair: Migrants on the Move”, was
well attended by a diverse section of the
campus community. Students in attendance
heard her discuss the dynamics and conditions
that shape the experience of migrants as it
manifests differently across the globe. At a
moment where people are focused on the
issues of migration inside the United States, this
was a valuable opportunity to consider (or
reconsider) what happens to migrants before
they arrive.

Aside from this lecture, IR faculty were active in
engaging the campus through different events.
Professor Zhu participated in a China Institute
event on the economics and politics of U.S.-
China trade relations, alongside Professor
Magee from Economics. Professor Fourshey
continued in her role as director of the Griot
Institute where she has further enriched the
campus community through the institute's
programming. 

Once again, best wishes for the holiday season!

-  Professor David Mitchell
Chair, International Relations Department
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Her work has appeared in Politics, Groups and
Identities and SPECTRA, and is forthcoming in
the Journal of Slavery and Data Preservation.
She is a member of Phi Beta Kappa, the
recipient of the 2025 ASPECT Outstanding
Dissertation Award, the Virginia Tech Center for
Peace Studies and Violence Prevention
Research Grant, and the Barbara Ellen Smith
Prize in Women’s and Gender Studies. In her
free time, she enjoys practicing yoga and
Pilates, running on the Rail Trail, and exploring
Lewisburg with friends.“As an instructor,

Dr. Harris is
passionate
about equipping
students with
the skills and
confidence to
bridge theory
and practice
within
international
relations.”

Prof. Sabrina
Harris

Sabrina K. Harris is a Visiting Assistant
Professor in the Department of International
Relations at Bucknell University. She received
her doctorate in Political Thought from the
interdisciplinary Alliance for Social, Political,
Ethical, and Cultural Thought (ASPECT)
Program at Virginia Tech. Her work specializes
in the intersection of political theory and
international relations, exploring issues across
global governance, security studies,
international organizations, and development
studies. Dr. Harris’s scholarship draws from a
range of post-structuralist, feminist, postcolonial,
and critical political economy literature to
examine how key international actors like the
UN construct and implement security and
development initiatives as projects of
worldbuilding, as well as how these initiatives
impact target communities.

Her current research agenda extends the work
of her doctoral dissertation, Becoming
Capable: Empowerment, Improvement, and New
Standards of Good Governance in the UN’s
Capacity-Building Agenda. This project critically
interrogates how the UN discursively constructs
its capacity-building agenda and how this
construction informs the techniques of
governance it employs to manufacture “capable”
states. It also explores how key UN
constituencies, including member states,
beneficiaries, and civil society organizations,
contest or transform the concept of capacity to
advance their own visions for global
governance, highlighting the UN’s unique role as
a contested political platform. Her previous work
has analyzed the gendered dimensions of the
UN’s postconflict reconstruction efforts in
Afghanistan and the impact of the UN’s internal
organizational architecture on women’s access
to leadership roles.

As an instructor, Dr. Harris is passionate about
equipping students with the skills and
confidence to bridge theory and practice within
international relations. Her teaching interests
include international security, global governance,
globalization, human rights, development, and
international social movements. Prior to joining
Bucknell, she taught numerous courses ranging
from international relations methods to security
studies. In the classroom, she aims to empower
students to make connections across different
elements of the discipline and reflect on how
international politics shapes their daily lives.
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“In my day-to-
day pedagogy,
I try to
advance this
overarching
critical
attitude by
empowering
students to
question
entrenched
forms of
power-
knowledge
and practice
critique as an
“art” that helps
us imagine
how society
can be
otherwise.”

Prof. Bojan
Savic

It is a pleasure to say that I have now been at
Bucknell for nearly a semester. I joined the
university in August as a Visiting Associate
Professor of International Relations with a
teaching focus on postcolonial approaches to
global governance, geopolitics, EU politics, and
theories of International Relations. Before coming
to Bucknell, I spent a decade at a British university
with a satellite campus in Brussels, Belgium, as
“the capital of Europe”. 

Over the years, I have also taught courses on
international development, foreign policy, political
strategy, and negotiation and mediation. If I were
to pinpoint a throughline in my teaching, it would
be my concern with how the legacies of empires
“long gone” continue to shape global power
relations among nations and ordinary people alike.
In my day-to-day pedagogy, I try to advance this
overarching critical attitude by empowering
students to question entrenched forms of power-
knowledge and practice critique as an “art” that
helps us imagine how society can be otherwise.

Similarly, my research explores global geopolitical
and development inequalities from a postcolonial
and ethnographic perspective. This approach
informed my first book, Afghanistan Under Siege
(Bloomsbury, 2020), which critiques the effects of
global security priorities on everyday people in
Afghanistan. My forthcoming book, A Land
Peaceful, Green, and Clean: Faith and Geopolitics
on Poland’s Eastern Frontier (Syracuse University
Press), studies how the strategies of geopolitical
and religious salvation both amplify and constrain
each other across one of Europe’s most diverse
borderlands. My current project on “pastoral
geopolitics” extends this line of inquiry by
examining how religious and geopolitical
strategies of control intersect to position racial and
ethnoreligious minorities “at home” as aliens
“abroad”. I am grateful to be able to continue this
research at Bucknell. 
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This fall International Relations welcomed
Amanda Klekowski von Koppenfels to campus
to give a lecture on the global experience of
migrants. Dr. Amanda Klekowski von
Koppenfels is an expert in Migration and
Citizenship Studies and Honorary Reader in
Migration and Politics at the University of Kent
(Canterbury, UK). She has taught International
Migration in Brussels, Belgium and Canterbury,
UK for over two decades and her research has
spanned topics from human trafficking,
citizenship of indigenous minorities to US
citizens as migrants in Europe. Her work has
been cited in The New York Times, The
Washington Post, and USA Today, and she
has been interviewed by NPR.

Dr. Klekowski von Koppenfels' lecture, titled
Geographies of Hope and Despair: Migrants on
the Move, explored the complicated migrant
experiences in sites typically overlooked by
mainstream scholarship – not only at points of
departure or arrival but along the perilous and
often hostile migration routes themselves. While
98% of migrants enter through formal channels,
the remainder resort to irregular means, not due
to preference, but because they are unable to
access or unaware of visa pathways. Through
examples, such as migrant movements across
the Darién Gap (Colombia/Panama), the Sahara
Desert and the English Channel from France to
the UK, she explored broad themes of human
dignity, security and borders, and issues of
intersectionality. Dr. Klekowski von Koppenfels
provided a variety of notable insights in relation
to these themes, such as the way in which the
national security efforts to defend the
sovereignty of the state produces forms of
insecurity for migrants. The walls, fences, and
militarization of the border leads to migrant
deaths as they are forced to take more risky
routes and means in their migration journey.
Moreover, the financial costs for migrants are
exacerbated by smugglers who can force prices
higher in light of the risks associated with
avoiding border enforcement. 

In the part of her lecture that dealt with the
intersectionality of identity, Dr. Klekowski von
Koppenfels addressed who is and who is not
considered a “migrant” and the implications of
such a designation. Markers, such as
nationality, wealth, and education have profound
implications for each migrant’s experience in
crossing borders, and their treatment upon
arrival. The markers, in short, form the basis for
stratified hierarchies of desirability. 

GUEST LECTURE: ENGAGING WITH THE
MIGRANT EXPERIENCE

PHOTO COURTESY OF DR. KLEKOWSKI
VON KOPPENFELS

This reality, along with the other forms of
human insecurity in migration, lead to the loss
of human dignity. Dr. Klekowski von
Koppenfels began and ended her lecture by
arguing that the international community
through documents, such as the U.N.
Declaration of Human Rights, commits
governments to the protection of dignity.
However, the experience of migrants across
the world demonstrates that the world is failing
and by not fully understanding the experience
of migrants, ensures that their indignities will
not be addressed.

The lecture was interdisciplinary in that it drew
on economics, sociology, critical-security
perspectives and Political Science. Dr.
Klekowski von Koppenfels belief is that
migration can only truly be understood from a
variety of disciplinary perspectives. 

                                
 - Professor David Mitchell 

 - Professor Bojan Savic

“However, the
experience of
migrants
across the
world
demonstrates
that the world
is failing and
by not fully
understanding
the experience
of migrants,
ensures that
their
indignities will
not be
addressed.”

Prof. Savic &
Prof. Mitchell  
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WHAT’S HAPPENING IN THE CLASSROOM

“We spent the
semester
developing an
in-depth
research
project on an
influential
social
movement. I
chose to build
on a topic that
has stayed
with me since
my three-week
Bucknell study
abroad
program in
Cape Town,
South Africa, in
May 2023.”

Mary Page ‘26

This Fall semester, I had the privilege of taking
IREL 418, Social Movements and Society, and
IREL 350, Globalization, with Professor Sabrina
Harris. In IREL 418, we spent the semester
developing an in-depth research project on an
influential social movement. I chose to build on
a topic that has stayed with me since my three-
week Bucknell study abroad program in Cape
Town, South Africa, in May 2023. During this
experience, I witnessed the enduring legacy of
apartheid firsthand, particularly seen in the
stark inequality between rich and poor
communities. This was considerably visible in
township living conditions and in the unequal
distribution of basic resources, such as the
burdens of load sharing that disproportionately
impact families in poverty.

With this background, my research project
examined the global anti-apartheid movement
as one of the most significant examples of
transnational activism in the twentieth century. I
sought to answer the following questions: how
did transnational solidarity campaigns, local
networks, and individual activists construct and
mobilize networks, repertoires of contention,
and claims to contest apartheid; and, how did
these efforts contribute to the regime’s
dismantling? In doing so, my research engaged
with and synthesized scholarly literature that
provides a theoretical grounding across social
movements, transnational activism, and
contentious politics.

Drawing on scholars like Tilly, Tarrow, and Keck
& Sikkink, among others, I analyzed how multi-
level activists framed apartheid not only as a
domestic political issue, but as a universal human
rights violation. In my methodology, I used a
comparative case study of the British Anti-
Apartheid Movement, the African National
Congress, and the United Nations to explore how
performances of worthiness, unity, numbers, and
commitment (WUNC) generated global legitimacy
and enabled grassroots moral claims to influence
top-down policy outcomes. 

In all, I argued that the anti-apartheid
movement’s success rested on a mutually
reinforcing relationship between grassroots
mobilization and top-down institutional action.
Together, these forces isolated the South African
regime and triggered the moral and political
pressure that accelerated its dismantling. This
project was especially meaningful to me because
it allowed me to connect the theories we studied
throughout the semester to a movement I have
been personally committed to understanding,
since witnessing the lingering inequalities of
apartheid during my study abroad in Cape Town. 

Mary Page ‘26 

PHOTO COURTESY OF 
MARY PAGE ‘26

PHOTO COURTESY OF 
MARY PAGE ‘26
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“Most
importantly,
we highlight
the alternative
models
created by
Indigenous,
Afro-
descendant,
and labor
movements
that seek to
harness the
green energy
transition to
restore justice
to frontline
communities
and workers
impacted by
fossil fuel
extraction."

Prof. Emma
Banks
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TRACKING THE ENERGY TRANSITION IN
LATIN AMERICA

Latin America is at the center of  the global
transition to green and renewable energy
sources. My colleagues Emily Benton Hite (Saint
Louis University), Steven Schwartz (Boston
University), and I recently published an article on
this subject in Environment and Society. Our piece
"Green Extractivisms and Alternative Transitions:
A Critical Review of  Latin America's Renewable
Energy Landscape" analyzes the history,
contemporary panorama, and future of  green
energy across Latin America. 

We introduce readers to recent scholarship and
grassroots perspectives on Latin America's green
energy landscape including our own research in
Colombia and Costa Rica on environmental
conflicts and grassroots alternatives. We review
Latin America's green energy histories and
discuss the social and political conflicts around
green energy across Latin America. Most
importantly, we highlight the alternative models
created by Indigenous, Afro-descendant, and
labor movements that seek to harness the green
energy transition to restore justice to frontline
communities and workers impacted by fossil fuel
extraction.

Since this is a relatively new area of  research, we
conclude by pointing to gaps in the literature and
emphasizing that Latin America remains a crucial
region for creating an energy transition focused
on justice and equity. 

                                   - Professor Emma Banks

https://www.berghahnjournals.com/view/journals/environment-and-society/16/1/ares160102.xml?ArticleBodyColorStyles=full-text
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Before embarking on my journey across
Northern Spain along the Camino de Santiago,
my attention was drawn to the word
communitas, a term describing the powerful
sense of connection that emerges from a
shared transformative experience. Peregrinos,
the pilgrims of the Camino, often use this term
to capture the deep, almost magnetic bond
they feel with one another as they walk toward
Santiago. I assumed these feelings would
manifest on the steps leading to Santiago de
Compostela; however, my journey proved this
to be vastly wrong. My memory of the Camino
tends to drift towards the small moments with
the thirteen other Bucknellians I backpacked
with. I remember watching the sunrises over
the Cantabrian mountains–each one making
the early mornings worthwhile. I remember the
endless Tapas served on our table after a long
day's hike and the laughs accompanied by the
food. I remember the cold streams and fields
we would rest in, competing over who had the
worst blisters on their feet. I quickly learned
that communitas is not formed by the
completion of the journey, but rather by the
process itself. 

This realization has changed how I view
experiences, especially my time at Bucknell.
So often, students are consumed by the end
goals of college: deadlines, grades, and
graduation. Yet, like the Camino, Bucknell
offers its own form of communitas if we pause
long enough to notice the moments that make
our time here meaningful. The campus is full of
opportunities that bring us together, whether
through friendships, clubs, or study abroad
programs that form close groups and push us
beyond our familiar boundaries.
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WALKING THE CAMINO

PHOTO COURTESY OF 
CALEB KUBIAK ‘27

My advice for Bucknellians would be to take
advantage of the opportunities at Bucknell,
especially the study abroad programs in the fall,
spring, or summer. I will forever be grateful that I
chose to partake in the Bucknell on the Camino
de Santiago program. This experience has
pushed my intellectual and personal
development, while allowing me to appreciate my
time as a college student. May every student find
their own form of communitas at Bucknell, rooted
not in the finish line, but in the small moments
that shape the path there.

Caleb Kubiak ‘27 
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In this section, we highlight news from our
alumni. Let us know what you are doing by
sending us an email to international-
relations@bucknell.edu. We would also welcome
short submissions on projects or perspectives. 

IR Alum Deepshikha Permasseur ‘19 just
completed her sixth year as Leader of
Entrepreneurial Leadership at the African
Leadership Academy in South Africa and was
announced this fall as one of Bucknell’s 30 under
30 as a change maker. You can read more here:
https://lnkd.in/dcSu7CQA 

We are looking forward to hearing from others of
you in our next IR Matters Newsletter! 

Professor Zhu
has been
selected to
serve a second
term as the
director of
Bucknell’s
China Institute
starting in
spring 2026.
He was the
inaugural
director of the
institute from
2013-2017. 

Professor Emma Banks - Has published  "Green
Extractivisms and Alternative Transitions: A
Critical Review of Latin America's Renewable
Energy Landscape" (See the article above.), with
colleagues Emily Benton Hite (St Louis
University) and Steven Schwartz (Boston
University) in the journal Environment and
Society: Advances in Research.

Professor Cymone Fourshey has published
“African Historical Inquiry: Troubling the Meaning
of Girlhood in Bantu Speech Communities” in
History and Theory (December 2025) and has a
book volume African Feminist Girlhood Studies
and Development published by Palgrave and co-
edited with Professor Relebohile Moletsane
(KwaZulu-Natal, Durban, South Africa) and
Professor Marla Jaksch (The College of New
Jersey). March 30, 2026 Fourshey will be giving
the Bucknell Class of 1956 Lecture and will
reflect on teaching African History and
International Relations to the next generation of
global and national leaders. All are welcome to
attend.

Professor David Mitchell - Has published “Role
conflict and “Regionness”: The Effects of the Belt
and Road Initiative on South Asia” in the journal
Contemporary South Asia.

Professor Zhiqun Zhu - Professor Zhu has been
selected to serve a second term as the director of
Bucknell’s China Institute starting in spring 2026.
He was the inaugural director of the institute from
2013-2017. Professor Zhu is also the editor-in-
chief of the new journal China and the World,
which is an interdisciplinary journal that has a
policy relevant focus on China’s engagement with
the international community.
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ALUMNI & FACULTY
NEWS

OF NOTE: CAMPUS
NEWS & EVENTS

Bucknell’s Prof. Jude Okolie leverages AI

A recent study co-authored by Bucknell
University Professor Jude Okolie, chemical
engineering, highlights how artificial intelligence
(AI) may hold the key to a more sustainable
future for biodiesel production. Published last
summer in the journal Green Energy and
Intelligent Transportation, the review
demonstrates how deep learning tools can
improve the way researchers evaluate biodiesel
feedstocks, helping shift production away from
food-based sources and toward renewable
alternatives.

Bucknell Top 30 Again in 'U.S. News & World
Report' Rankings

Bucknell University has once again been
recognized among the nation's leading liberal
arts institutions, finishing tied for No. 30 in the
category of National Liberal Arts Colleges in the
new U.S. News & World Report 2026 Best
Colleges rankings, published today. This marks
the second time in three years that Bucknell has
placed in the top 30 in this category, improving
from 31st last year.

https://lnkd.in/dcSu7CQA
https://lnkd.in/dcSu7CQA
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/hith.70007?af=R
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/hith.70007?af=R
https://link.springer.com/book/9783031915604
https://link.springer.com/book/9783031915604
https://www.bucknell.edu/news/bucknell-professor-jude-okolie-harnesses-ai-assess-sources-biodiesel-fuel
https://www.bucknell.edu/news/bucknell-professor-jude-okolie-harnesses-ai-assess-sources-biodiesel-fuel
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2773153725000106
https://www.bucknell.edu/fac-staff/jude-okolie
https://www.bucknell.edu/academics/college-engineering/majors-departments/chemical-engineering
https://www.bucknell.edu/academics/college-engineering/majors-departments/chemical-engineering
https://www.bucknell.edu/news/bucknell-top-30-again-us-news-world-report-rankings
https://www.bucknell.edu/news/bucknell-top-30-again-us-news-world-report-rankings
https://www.usnews.com/best-colleges
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Bucknell University Marks 150 Years of Black
Excellence

This year, Bucknell celebrates the 150th
anniversary of the graduation of Edward
McNight Brawley, Class of 1875, the first Black
student to earn a Bucknell degree. To honor this
milestone, the Griot Institute for the Study of
Black Lives & Cultures has spent the last year
updating its timeline of Black history at Bucknell.
"The University's story of Black excellence is not
one of isolated achievement, but of continuous
accomplishment," says Professor Cymone
Fourshey, history and international relations,
who serves as director of the Griot Institute.

Fulbright Fellowships Take Bucknell
Scholars Abroad

Three Bucknellians have been selected for the
prestigious Fulbright U.S. Program. Two recent
graduates have earned Fulbright U.S. Student
Program grants, one of the nation's most
competitive academic honors. Sponsored by the
U.S. Department of State, the Fulbright Program
offers merit-based awards for students, scholars
and professionals to conduct research, study or
teach abroad — fostering international
collaboration and cultural exchange. In addition,
Professor Matthew Higgins, civil &
environmental engineering, has been named a
Fulbright U.S. Scholar and will spend the spring
2026 semester in residence at the University of
Technology Sydney.
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Department of
International Relations
Bucknell University
Lewisburg, PA 17837

Phone 570-577-1540

E-mail international-
relations@bucknell.edu

Instagram:
@bucknellinternational
relations

Find us on 
the web!

Interested in
supporting the
mission of the
International
Relations
Department?
We’d love to hear
from you. Send your
updates and/or your
short submissions
on projects or
perspectives 

The IR Matters!
newsletter
highlights events
and people in the
Bucknell IR
community. The
publication appears
once a semester
and welcomes
feedback and
submissions from
students, alumni,
and faculty.
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OF NOTE: CAMPUS
NEWS & EVENTS

WISHING YOU A
HEALTHY AND HAPPY

2026!
-IR@BUCKNELL

https://www.bucknell.edu/news/bucknell-team-wins-international-prize-text-encoding-ingenuity
https://www.bucknell.edu/news/bucknell-team-wins-international-prize-text-encoding-ingenuity
https://www.bucknell.edu/news/bucknell-team-wins-international-prize-text-encoding-ingenuity
https://www.bucknell.edu/life-bucknell/commencement
https://www.bucknell.edu/life-bucknell/commencement
https://www.bucknell.edu/life-bucknell/commencement
https://www.bucknell.edu/life-bucknell/commencement
https://www.bucknell.edu/life-bucknell/commencement
https://www.bucknell.edu/academics/beyond-classroom/academic-centers-institutes/griot-institute-study-black-lives-cultures
https://www.bucknell.edu/academics/beyond-classroom/academic-centers-institutes/griot-institute-study-black-lives-cultures
https://www.bucknell.edu/life-bucknell/commencement
https://www.bucknell.edu/life-bucknell/commencement
https://cdn.knightlab.com/libs/timeline3/latest/embed/index.html?source=1KU_xVXnsuqY1JO0X7Ge8YU4y30CQ-5SawlgDCL6tmio&font=Default&lang=en&initial_zoom=2&height=650
https://www.bucknell.edu/life-bucknell/commencement
https://www.bucknell.edu/life-bucknell/commencement
https://www.bucknell.edu/life-bucknell/commencement
https://www.bucknell.edu/life-bucknell/commencement
https://www.bucknell.edu/life-bucknell/commencement
https://www.bucknell.edu/academics/college-arts-sciences/academic-departments-programs/history
https://www.bucknell.edu/life-bucknell/commencement
https://www.bucknell.edu/academics/college-arts-sciences/academic-departments-programs/international-relations
https://www.bucknell.edu/life-bucknell/commencement
https://www.bucknell.edu/life-bucknell/commencement
https://www.bucknell.edu/news/fulbright-fellowships-take-bucknell-scholars-abroad
https://www.bucknell.edu/news/fulbright-fellowships-take-bucknell-scholars-abroad
https://www.bucknell.edu/news/fulbright-fellowships-take-bucknell-scholars-abroad
https://www.bucknell.edu/academics/college-arts-sciences/academic-departments-programs/international-relations
https://www.bucknell.edu/academics/college-arts-sciences/academic-departments-programs/international-relations
https://www.bucknell.edu/academics/college-arts-sciences/academic-departments-programs/international-relations
http://www.bucknell.edu/script/Gifts/?f=Other&d=International+Relations
mailto:international-relations@bucknell.edu?subject=IR%20Updates

